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BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,

Roturned from the Council without amend-
nwent,

ASSENT TO BILLS,
Mezango from the Governor recoived and read
notifying assent to the following Bilis.
1, Slaughtor of Calves Restriction.
2, Poarling Act Amendment,

FHotse udfo: rned at 11-30  pom.

l|

Zegislative CQouncil,

Wednesday, 12th November, 1910,

1AGH

Motion : Whent Lielow uilling quality . 1344
Notice of Motion: Nitro Glycerlne cxplusives 1849
Bills ; Trafile, report .., 13490
Prices Regulation, 2r. 1340
Mining Act Amendiognt, Lk, ... 1356

The PRESLDENT took the ¢hair at 4.30
o, awd remd prayers,

MUTION — WIIKAT
MILLING

Hon, .. DUFRELL

han) [4.337]: T move—

That in the epivion of this IHouse the
existing  agreement  hetween  the Wheat
Marketing Scheme and Messrs, Dalgety &
Co.,, L., giving the Iatter,the exclusive
right for dispesal of wheat helow illing
.qua]it_r, and  which expires on the Blst
December nest, should not he
and that all such wheat should be d:sposed
of by the Sehewe or their agents at n price
not exceeding 3s. Gd. per bushel while the
price of illing quality wheat remaing at
the present figure, -

Tt has bein freguently stated that this Cham-
Ler is n nen-party Honse. Tt has also heen
roferred to as a House of review, and as a
House of seeond thoughts. Tt was the con-
sideration of these statonients which led me
te move the motion, I propese to feal with
the subject in two scetiong; first that portion
which rclates to Dalgety Ltd,, and secondiy
that which relates to the price for wheat be.
law fa.q quality. Tet it be distinetly wader-
stoad that my remarks are not directed
against Messrs, Dalgety TLtd. A few days
ago, on the Wheat Marketing Bill, it was
stated that an arrangement had been made
between o representative of Dalgety’s and
the manager of the Wheat Marketing Scheme
for fixing a price for the dispesnl of inferior

BELOW
QUALITY,
(Metropolitau-Sulw-

ranewed,”
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whent, 1 contend that sueh an arrangemeat
must  prejudictally affect those -people en-
gaged in the raising of poultry and pigs.
This is exemplificd Ly the faet that to-day
we are paying for poultry, eggs, bacon aud
pork prices very mueh in excess of what
might he considered reasonable, As I stated
last weck, it is not a healthy eign when we
liave to pay 1s. 8d. per lb, for rashers of
bacon, Owing 1o the present high price of
feed, hacon eurers in this State cannoet pro-
Awee Dacon under 1s. 4%%d. per 1b. - When it
is realise! in other portions of the Common-
weaith what it costs in Western Australia to
produee  bacon, the manufacturers of the
Eastern States take advantage of the high
prices ruling here. By the ‘‘Dimboola’’ lagt
week o shipment of bacon was landed at Fre-
mantie at ls. 3%d. per b, So long as the
firms of the Tastern States ean get just
vinder the loeal price, they seeure an ad-
vantage over the leeal produacers. For a
considerable time past we have been endea-
vouring to vueourage production in this diree-
tion. T consegtence large  establishments
have sprung npr in various parts of the State
and, " more  recently, in  the metropelitan-
subiirban aren, 1 refer particularly to the
cxtablishmont  of  Messrs,  Foggitt, Jones,
Ltl, 'The existing state of nffairs in respect
of Dalgety s, who bave the eomtract for the
disposal of inferior wheat, aeting in con-
junetion with the manager of the Wheat
Marketing  Beheme, dis vesponsible for the
prices we have to pay. Tt is deplorable. 1
have hefore me the report of the Royal Com-
wission on the Wiheat Marketing Scheme. L
findd on page 47 evidence which -was tendered
hy William Heury Lockhard as follows:—
By the Chairman: You-desire to make
a gtatement rvegarding the marnagement of
the present wheat pool?—Yes, in eonnee-
tion with the inferior or  second-grade
wheats, I consider the poultry farmers
ave being garvotted.  When we were al-
lowed to deal with the acquiring agents in-
dividually, we always got a fair amount
of satisfactiou. 'To hear that ont, [ have
liere eertain ageounts which 1 can show
you {documents handed in). However,
sinee the husiness has heen passed to the
sole control of Dalgety’s, we are simplr
told, ¢‘Take it or leave it, Once vou buy
it, that's the end of you”?
I understand they have the sole control of
the disposal of all wheat below  milling
quality.
Hon. Sir 1. 11, Wittenoom; Suhjcut to Mr.
Keys' approval af the priec.
How. J. DURFFELL: The evideunce
tinnes—
In one case, T remember, in regponse to a
protest they made uvs an allewance of
£2 58, bot sinee then they will not enter-
tain any protest of any =ovt. During last
month wa hought n truck of wheal fromn
them at Js. 1d. per bushel, and we hal to
sell some of it at from Hs. to 8s. per bhag,
stuff that cost ng from 11s. 6d. to 12s. per
bag.  That ix under Dalgety’s manage-
ment; they have a monopoly, and they
use it, T can assure yon.

rot-
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The witness went on lo say—
The poultry keeper Las been and is being
treated shamefully, The whole purpose of
it is to male the pool rdéad well. What I
am zhont to tell yon is only hearsay, but it
was told to me by Albert Mayor, Messrs.
Plesse’s representative. He made the re-
mark in front of Mr. Nairn, M.I.A,, Mr.
Wake, und myself, He asked Mr. Eeys why
they were demanding such an exorbitant
pride for the wheuat, and Mr. Keys.simply
laughed and said that they had to make
the pool read well, Also Mr. Keys ad-
mitte:d to him that some of the wheat had

heen brought from North Fremantle to -

Perth, put on the open market—it is-only
open above Dalgety’s reserve; up to that
price bidders are only wasting time; in
other words, Dalgety ’s is the reserve price—
and if the hidding did not reach Dalgety’s
price it was reconsigned back to North
Tremantle, so that it should not appear to
be lingering on the market. On two ocea-
sions we went as a deputation to Mr. Bax-
ter. To my mind the reply we got from
him was 2 silly old thing. He said the
price was fixed by the demand. Why, the
demand is simply what Dalgety’s make it!
Tf the pricc is not up to their mark they
take the supply off the market. To-day
they tell us the market is glutted.  The
merchant in a position to store a Tot of
this stufl’ is- getting a throw in, but the
unfortunate poultry farmer, being in only
a small way, still has to pay the same.
That is the sworn cvidence of this witness,
1 now desire to refer to the evidenee of
Morgan Stanley Wake, organiser of the poul-
try industry, sworn and examined. A por-
tion of the cvidence is as follows:—

By the Chairman: We should be pleased
to have a statement from you?—As a poul-
try farmer and organiser of the poultry
indvstry, T think 1 may claim to be in a
position to know something of the way
that the poultry farmers have been treated
hy the State Wheat Marketing Scheme
in the matter of their supplics. The State
Scheme has looked upon ponltry farmers
as fair game, and as a sort of dumping
ground for the damaged wheat, knowing
full well that the poultry farmers mmst
have fecldstuff~ of some deseription, and
that if they do not pay the price for it
to-day they will be compelled to pay that
price for it te-morrow. T elaim that a lot

_of the wheat we as poultry farmers have
been compelled to take should never have
been gent to the market, but should rather
have heen nsed for fertiliser or other man-
ure, or for gome sort of filling at the
ocean, In  some instances the poultry
farmers have been compelled to buy that
¢lass of stuff. Tt has been brought into
the Perth yards and a reserve placed upon
it and no more wheat is allowed to go
into the yards until that partieular wheat
hag heen sold. T have followed up the
auction marts in Perth, and taken par-
ticular notice of the prices that have been
operating, I have never ascertained the
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reserve that las been placed upon it, Tmu
I kuow that in many instances the price
that has been offersd has been considerably
in cxeess of the value of the wheat. Not-
withatanding this, distributing agents
seem to think it is worth considerably
more. 1 understand that Dalgety’s clain
that the price of the wheat has been gov-
erned by the demand. To their way of
looking at it that is the case, because they
make the demand. If I was controlling
the wheat T could ereate a demand for it.
There is & demand for a certain amount
of wheat, If we do not take thc wheat
to-day at their price they will keep us
short for a considerable time, In that
way they create a demand until we are
prepared to buy at almost any price that
is asked.

- Generally speaking, T think this gives reas-

onable ground for the objections I have
raised to the distributicn of this inferior
wheat in the manner it is being distriluted
to-day. We had a statement from the Hon-
orary Minister a few days ago to the effect
that it was the intention of the Scheme to
handle this wheat. We know they do not
want it; but what are they there for? Why
is the money heing paid to them if not for
the advantages which will be derived from
the article they are handling? My conten-
tion i3 that the publie generally, as a result
of the prices now ruling, are not getting a
fair deal, and that the poultry raisers and
pig farmers are not getting justice meted
ont to them Wheeause of the way in which
their industries are being erippled. Tt has
frequently been said that priees are gov-
erued by the law of supply and demand. In
other words, when the supply is low the de.
mand being greater than the supply, prices
must soar. When there is no neecessity for
aupplies being low, it seems to me quite an
unjust action on the part of those controlling
this inferior wheat that they should allow
such a state of affairs to exist, especially at
a time when Waestern Australia is sending so
ntuch money out of the State for the ncees-
saries of life, which could he raised and
produced within the State to great advan-
tage, T hope the motion will be considered
favourably and that, as a result, the ealling
of tenders for the distribution of wheat be-
low wmilling quality. will not be resorted to
this year, The Scheme can utilise the staff
they already have for the disposal of the
wheat to the great advantage to those who
are wanting it, [ have said before that
where there arc wheat depdts in the various
parta of the eountry for all the wheat that
is required in the neighbourhood, the local
storckeeper conld be made the awent for the
Wheat Scheme, and he conld dispose of it
on hehalf of the Department of Agricultura
on an ordinary commission.  Statemeniy
would have to be made up from the depart-
ment, and the storekeepers would not taike
on any risk bat would be acting purely as
agents for the department. The departnient
world undonbtedly see that thc wheat was
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paid for, becanse those who were getting it
would have it at a mueh cheaper price, and
would be mduced to go in for those indus-
‘fries whieh are now languishing because of
the lack of g sufficient supply of feed. I
shoulil now like to refer to the sccond por-
tion of my motion, namely, the fixing of the
price. I eontend that u sum of 3s. Gd. &
hushel for the bhest quality of this inferior
wheat is fair and reasounble. Notwithstand-
ing that the Honorary Minister smiles, [
maintain that the prices which have been
miling hitherto for faug. wheat have placed

the fovernment in the fortunate position af .

taking no risks s0 far as the balance of the
wheat of inferior quality is conegrned. 1f
there is not a suflivient quantity of wheat
helow f.n.q. available, then eonsidering that
the 1919-20 harvest whieh is expected to
yield hetween 10 and 12 willion bushels,
is just ahout due, and that there is a hal-
anee left over from the previeus harvest,
whether fgq, wheat or otherwise, there is a
considerable quantity of wheat which could
he made available at a fair price, to enablo
these industries to compete favourably with
the cutside trade. We in Western Austra-
lin have to seid a congiderable amount of
money out of the State every year for the
neressary vommodities of life. Tt must also
be remembered that we have sent a very fair
proportion of men on active service, many
of whom are veturning maimed. Tt i3 our
duty to cncourage the settlement of these
men on the large areas which are available
within  the metropolitan-suburban  aress.
With that object in view, T am sure, if the
price of feed eould be regulated in the way
I have suggested, many more of these men
would cnter into this form of oceupation wn-
der congenial conditions. To show the detri-
mental effect that the high priee of feed has
had up to the present, [ should like to re-
mind hon. members that an effort was made
gome months ago in the direction I have
indieated, in the starting by the Govern-
ment of a poultry farm at West Subiaco.
Men who were experts in this walk of life
voluntarily gave their services in eonnection

with  the raising of poultry aud pig
and  ponltry farms, for the purpose
of educating returned  soldiers in  the
art  of making ponltry raising  sm-
cessful  and profitable.  Although wmoney

was spent there in providing comfortable
quarters for the men, and although the
pens were renovated and everything that
would be conducive to successful farming
was planned and laid out, the men who were
induced to start on the enterprise soon
found that they were not nhle to make a
living at the business on account of the
priee of pouttry feed, Tt is onlv those who
have had long experienee and have Dbeen
able to study the minetest sletnils who have
heen able to make it 1 sneeess, where others
who did not possess the requisite knowledge
or experience failed. Owly those who were
engaged in poultry farming in the Belmont
district and elsewhere have been able to
.make a success of it up to the present.
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These people have been aided by the fat
that there ave so fow persons whoe are com-
peting on the same groand with them that
the demand for poultry is greater than the
supply. If the Covernment will consider
this proposal favouraldy I am satisfied that,
even in o short time, we will have suflicient
regults to realise the most sanguine expectu-
tious in the dircctions at which I am uow
aiming, We have thousands of acres in the
metropolitan arean awvailable for this pur-
pose and most suitable for poultry raising,
T do not ferget what was snid by some
hor, members last week on a matter of the
same sort, but [ hope, us the cireumstinees
are somewhat different now, they will be
prepared to snpport me in this motion, ‘This
is o House of veview, and if members will
carry this motion T feel sure that the re-
sults will redound to their eredif.

Hon. R, J. LYNN (West) [4.57]: I second
the motion.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (Norih)
[4.58]: T have every sympathy with the
motion of the hon. member, and T think if
he could achieve his object in any way it
would be to the advantage of the State.
There is no doubt that at present the peo-
ple of the State would welcome eheap
hacon, and cheap poultry and oggs, and there-
fore if we ean by any means bring this
about, we sheuld do all we ean in that - di-
rection. I do not rise at this particular
time in opposition to the motion, but purely
to poing out how diffienlt our sitnation is
in our endenvour to get cheap wheat at the
price stated here when people seem willing
to give a higher price for it. The unfor:
tunate situation arises when there is ap-
parently a eonflict of interests hetween the
Wheat Scheme and the pig and poultry
raisers.  Hitherio those who have been sap-
Mying wheat to the Scheme seem to have
been able to get the price they have been
asking, and it would be rather difficult fur
them, in the circumstances, to refuse to take
the money. TP any method conld be brought
about whereby this wheat could he serured
¢heaply, fTor the purpese set out by Mr
Daffell. T am sure it would be advantageons.
I would draw attention to the position of
the agents, dessrs. Dalgety & Co., because
Mr. Duffell talked about that fivm having
a monopoly of the price, and it might he
gathered that they practically dictated the
priec.  The Tonorary Minister himself
pointed ont the other night how Dalgety &
Co. got into this position. Applientions
were  invited  from  persons  willing  to
howella thig inferior wheat, and JMessrs. Dal-
gety & Co. agrecd to take it at an absurdly
low commission. As they had a good
organisation all over the State it was con-
sidleredd advantageous to close with them.
T take it that saved the oxpense: of em-
ploving a staff to distribute this wheat in
various c¢entres. So far as the price s
concerned T understand that before it is
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fixed a conference is held between Dal-
gety's representative and :lie  representa-
tive of the Wheat Seheme. Dalgety’s have
nothing to deo with the fixing of the price.
All that they are concerned about is the
prive which is agreed apon. Therefore to
put it forth that they are the cause of the
high priee is totally wromg. I must admit
that if some of the stuff which 1 saw the
other day is a sample of that whieh is sold
for 5s., it can only Dbe regarded as an ab-
surdly high price, but then I am given to
understand that what I saw had gone
through several hands. Al the sawg it was
wheat that | should be very sorry to pur-
chase myself. | do not know that I am pre-
pared to vote for the motion until I have
hieard the remarks of the Honorary Minis-
ter.  Mr. Duffell, however, should be con-
gratulated on hringing the matter forward
il no doubt his netion will be appreciated
by his constituents whether he is suecessful
o1 not.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. C.
. Baxter—Iiast) [4.3]:  The hon. mem-
ber's motion cun he divided inte twe parts.
The first part relates to the agreement be-
tween the Wheat Marketing Board and
Mossrs. Dalgety & Co,, giving the latter the
exclusive right for the disposal of swheat be-
low milling quality, which right should not
he renewed after the date of expiration, the
A1st December next, The Lon. member has
put forward a fair case from his point of
view. The position at present is that therve
ig very little inferior wheat ou hand, and the
probabilitics are that at the cxpiration of
the agreement another agreement will not
e entered into unless it be for only a short
period, say a montl or so. Tf then we have
a tot of inferior wieat on land and there is
any need for employing agents to handle it,
towders will be called from those willing to
iulertake the task. There will be a safe-
puird that if the temders are not satisfue-
tury the Advisory Doanl will have the op-
portunity of dealing  with the wheat and
distvibating it.

Hton, J. Duffell:  In other words the
higlest or iowest tender will not neeessarily
he steeepted.

The HONORARY JMINTSTER: That is
s, At the present time wost of the inferior
witeatt which is heing sold eonies from the re-
comlitioning  plant at Tremantle aml that
wheat ean be sold af a fixed price.  There
are three grades which are always uniform
and which cannot apply to any other inferior
wheat seld on behalf of the Meheme, The
last tims the matter was given consideration
tie Advisory Board were sympathetic fn the
direction of having temders ealled. They
thoweht it hetfer to follow that vourse on ae-
veunt of the many troubles the Scheme had
had hefore, The tender whiel was submitted
was so Jow that the Board were pleased to
aceept it and hand over the handling to the
suceesstul firm, The second part of the lion.
member’s motion scts ont that all sueh wheat
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shall be disposed of by the Board or their
agents at a pricc not exceeding 3s. 6d. per
bushel, while the price of milling quality
wheat remains at the presemt figure. The
price of milling quality wheat is 58, Gd. 2
Lushel, That is looked upon as very low as
compared with the overseas price. The over-
seas sales have ranged from the sale to the
Imperial Government of one and a half mil-
lion tons at 5s. 6d. per bushel f.0.h. which is
the lowest price, to as high as 10s, 4d. No
hon, member has suggested that the products
of the wheat should be sold below its value.
I da net think any hon. member ever thought
that if the price were fixed at 3s, 6d. the
purchaser would get value. I do not hesitate
to say that he wili not be satisfied with the
guality which will be supplied. It will be
of too low a grade. Tt i3 a most diffienlt
thing to fix the price of inferior wheat.

Heu. .J, Duffell: What price are you get-
ting for second quality?

The HONORARY MINISTER:
as 03, a luslel.

Hen, J. Duiltell:

As high

[s that the average?

The HONOHBARY MINISTER: No, the
average woubl not be 5s. There are three
urades of wheat coming from the re-condi-
tioning plant at Fremantle and they would
not average Js. The position the Govermment
are in iz that they arve handling wheat on
hehalf ot the growers of the State and they
most get the fnll value of the prodmet. Sir
Fdward Wittenoom said that the inferior
wheat which he saw and whieh had been pur-
chased for 5s. was very poor quality, but
that wheat possibly changed hands two or
three times before it reached the consumer.
That is where the trouble cotmes in. If the
eonsamer conld buy direet from the Scheme's
agents there would not he such canse for
eom|ilaint, Mr, Duffell said that the pig and
poultry people were paying such a price that
they could not make fheir husinesses paying
propositions. [ 4o not think he has gone
deeply into this guestion,

Ton. J, Doffell:  Yes 1 have.

The HONORARY MINISTER: "Take a
pig raiser. He is getting from 11d. to 1s.
3d. per 1b, for the porkers or baconers whieh
he puts on the market.

Fon. T. Duffell: Recause there are 96 few
eompeting with him.

The HONGRARY MINISTER: The price
of whent has nothing to do with the high
price of pige, hecause breeders have been in
the position until the last month or two of
jurehasing pollard at £6 15s. a ton,

Hon, .J. Duftel: What are they paying
to-day !
The TIONORARY MINISTER: Eight

pounds. They had fair quantities of pollard
aviailable and when they epuld buy it at £6
158, they could put pork profitably on the

market at Sd. a 1. The priecc has not
heen  mmeh higher  for 18 months, so
that  there ave no  gronds  for  eow-
plaint  on  that seore, Al the present

time they ecoull afford to pay double the
price fur wheat for their pigs. The reason
why there are not sufficient pigs here to-day
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ig that beeause two years ago the price was
low and the usual result followed, namely,
that a large percentage of the pig breeders
went out of business, which they do every
few years when the priee is so low that pig
raising is not a payable proposition. Sub-
sequently, however, several bacon curing fae-
tories were established and they bave been
suppling the local markets to 2 large extent.
Ar o owatter of fact, the efforts of the pig
Dreeders shoull never have been slackened.
To sum up, it 18 a question of supply and
demand.  [f there is a certain supply, then
it can be sold at a cheaper rate. We are
short ‘of inferior wheat, and the time is
not  far distant when the suggestion the
hon, member put forward will be acted up-
on; that is, we shall be disposing of onr
f.a.q. wheat to keep pig and pouliry raisers
going, .

Hon. ), Duffell: Why not get on to the
geecont and third quality milling wheats at
present?

The HONORARY MMINISTER:  There
arg no sccond and third qualities. A small
quantity of second grade milling wheat has
eoime  from the reconditioning plant, and
most of that is going to the pig and poul-
try raisers. L do not know of any which is
going to thc mills, for there are few orders
for second-grade flonr. T see no need for
the first part of the motion, beeause the
feeling of the advisory board is that they
will not need any agent to handle inferior
wheat next vear.

Hon. J. Duffell: Then there can be no ob-
jeetion to that part of the motion.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The sce-
oud part is dangerous, and the hon. mem-
her would he wise to withdraw it, unless
he wishes to place the scheme in the unfor-
tunate position that they shall have to sup-
ply the wheat dt the low price of 3s. 64,
which will not be satisfactory to the people
he is representing. T trost the motion will
not be carried, beeause it will serve no good
purpose,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [317]: 1 intend to support the
. motion, not because I profess to be able to
say the price of wheat should be 3s. 6d., nor
beeause I have auy gricvance aygainst the
present agents, Dalgety & Co., but I intend
to support it beeanse of what I regard as
the very unfair system whereby the price
of this wheat is fixed. We are told by the
Honorary Minister that it was fixed by the
advisory board in conjunetion with Dal-
gety’s agent. Sir Edward Wittenoomn, who
I helicve wnderstands these things, tells. us
that Dalgety’s agent is only a passive per-
son in this agreement, Whether that con-
tention is right, or whether the version of
the Honorary Minister ia right, the fact
remains that the one person who iz not re-
presented is the consumer.  Wherever we
have priee-fixing, it is most unfair that the
eonsumer should not be represented and
in this ease, it is unfair that the seller shonld
Le the only person to fix the price of this

“try farmers.

[COUNCIL.]

wheat, 1 suggest to the lonorary 3Minis-
tor thut In any ftuture acrsngement, some
repieneutative of the sonsimaer showld be put
an 1his board in uan advisery ecapacity, so
that the public wmay get a fair deal.  The
Hounoriery  Minister has dealt with the ques-
tion from the point of view of the whent
grower; My, Duffell has dealt with it from
the point of view of the poultry tfarmer
and pig raiser. There "is soweone clse to
be considered in this matter, and that is the
souree to which these products eventually go,
and the last destiny of these produets is un-
donbtedly the gemeral publie, 1t does notf
matter whether the poultry farmer or pig
raiger puts up his price so that he ¢an make
a prefit, the fact remains that the conswmner
is the man who has to pay. [ have a great
deal of sympathy for pig raisers and poul
They have a liard time of it.
I remember many years sgo, a gentleman
who ladd started in the pounltry line out to-
wards Oshorne Park eame to my consult-
ing room. He had been an officer in the
Army, a journalist, and a Wit of an anthor
ag well.  Having soffered from  dysentery,
he was vecomwended by a doctor to come to
Australia and engage in the salubriovs oe-

eupation of ponltry raising, an easy ocen-

pation so it was represented fo him.  After
some time at Osborne Park, living in a little
humpy and subsisting on tinned dog, ha gol
a recurrence of his complaint, and I ordered
him te the hospital. Te said, ‘I cannot
possibly go te the hospital; I have all this
poultry ont there.’’ I said, ‘*You must pgel
someone to look after the poultry.’’ He
said, T caunot get anyone.”’ Then he told
his story to this cfleet— ‘It was represented
to me that poultry raising was a very easv
occupation, but,*' he added, ‘‘the dmnned
hens want feeding at 5 o’elock in the morn
ing and T am kept going till nine o’clock at
night.”” 1 appeal for syuipathy for this class
of the people, as well us proteetion for the
¢onsumer.

Hon, M., MILLINGTON (North-Enast)
[6.21]: I am sorry I was not in the Housc
when Mr. Duffell moved the motion, becanse
it contains mueh that commends itself to me
partienlarly after hearing the case put
by the Monorary Minister in defence, Wi
have already had a discussion on sgecond
grade wheat, and it appears to me that the
Honorary Minister, althongh he represents :
Government Jepartment, is still under th
impression that the wheat grower is the onl;
man. to be congidered. Althongh the Govern
ment have highly qualified officers—I hav
heard most eulegistic reforences to the man
ager—who are eapable of Thandling thi
wheat, he wounld have us believe they an
not capable of handling the second-grad
gtuff. The department are quite able to dea
with the sampling, re-conditioning, the grad
ing, and the stacking mwd attending to th
transport of the wheat by rail and sea, a
well as to the selling of the wheat, and yet
when it comes to a partieular item tha
affeets us locally, the business is handed ove
to n firm. My impression is that the depart
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aent ean do this work and it is about time
the State departments were given to under-
atand in no ambiguous manner that they
have to do these things; otherwise there will
he some justifieation for the public outery
that a Government department ean do no-
thing. When we lave a Government de-
partment such ns this, the officers in charge
of it should he prepared to do the work and
Jjustity their existence, and not merely act
415 4 go-hetween and hand over to an owtside
firm any work required to be doune. On that
ground alone, 1 wmaintain the depavtment
could handle this wheat and sec that those
who require it get it at a reasonable cost.
The Minister savs the price of this wheat is
wontrolled to a large extent by the law of
sopply aud demand. T take it that is why
Dalgety Ltd.—T have nothing to say against
the firim—nvere called in. A statement pre-
vionsly made by the Minister was that when
the law of supply and demand was allowed
to operate, they were not getting a sufficient
price for the wheat. Dalgety Ltd., and pre-
seomably any other firm baving a moenopoly
of the sale of this wheat, eonll use artificial
methods, as has heen done, to foree up the
price of this mice and weevil refuse.
Thig is what the poultry farmer has to buy,
The TMonorary Minister said there was a
shortage of this second-grade wheat, and I
helieve that applies to-day. If there is a
shurtage, why not put some of the other
wheat on the market? There is plenty of
thiat. While the shortage prevails, those who
require wheat have to pay a first-clasa price
tor any rubbish offering. T am pleased Mr.
Daffell has bronght thé matter forward., Tt
is one that affects the consumer. T appears
to me that the industries to which the hon.
member referred are almost as important as
the great primary industvy of wheat growing,
The wheat grower, although le is cntitled to
consideration and generally gets it, must
show some consideration for other indnstries,
The plea put np by the Honorary Minister
is that the poultry raiser ean afford te pay
this price.  What an argiment to put up in
‘this House! It is wot a question of what
the poultry raiser can afford to pay. In this
Btate we want cggs made arailable for the
congumer, not at s, 7d. o dozen, but at a
lower price. We want cheap food for the
wonsumer and, if artificinl means are adopted
to vig the markets against the poultey fax-
mer and the pig raiser, they ecannot produce
wheap food. It is all very well for the Hon-
orary Minister to say the grower should get
53, a bushel for his wheat, beeause those en-
gaged in these minor industries canm get -an
adequate price for their product. We do
not want that, They are entifled to wheat
at its value, and they have not heen getting
it. No one can say that the second-grade
whiat sold by Dalgety Ltd. was worth what
was charged for it. Presumably the sub-
ageuts had something to do with this matter,
and, as has been pointed out, the Government
lost control of the inferior wheat when they
entered into an agreement with Dalgety Lid.
Had the Government retained control of the
inferior wheat, they could alse have con-
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trolled the price at which the retailer sold it
to the man requiring it. My complaint is
that the Government handed over this in-
ferior wheat to a private agent, and it was
his business to get as mueh as he could for
it, The agent is not interested in nasisting
primary industries sueh as poultry and pig
ruising,  He goes into the business to raise
prices amd  put an artificial value in the
commodity and, consequently, he is retained
for that porpose by the Govermment. The
Honorary Minister said the pool obtained an
advantage from this, but there is much more
to be considered than the wheat pool. Those
engaged in the ponltry and pig raising in-
dustries have suffered. The Honovary Min-
ister may say what he likes, but the fact re-
mains that if those engaged in these indus-

tries had Dbeen able te get wheat at a
reasonable  price, these industries would
have heen in & more flourishing  con-

dition to-day. These industries have been
practically strangled, owing to the action of
the Government, and I do not know that any-
one has eobtained an advantage. Fven if the
farmer has obtained an advantage, he does
not want it at the expense of other producers.
1% is time we had a say in this matter. The
practice of cugaging outgide firms to do
what the Government department ean do
should he oppesed on every possible ocea-
sion.  Instead of putting the responsibility
on the agent and sub-agent, this business
conld and should be contrelled cntirely by
the department,

The Honorary Minigter: Tt is now,

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: Yet the Min-
ister stated that when it was handed over to
Dalgety TLtd. the department lost control
of it.

The Honorary Minister:
sort; just the opposite.

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: Then the Minis-
ter approved of the artificial methods
adopted to forece np prices; in fact, to bear
the market.

The Honorary Minister: No, we are gets
ting full value for the whoat.

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: No, the Minis-
ter iz getting an unfair vame for all the
rubbish he likes to put on the mnrket.
Dozens of those whe require wheat would
not give this stuff shed room if they conld
got f.arg. wheat. But they had the option
of letting their poultry starve or getting
rid of it, or taking what they could get in
the line of inferior wheat at an artificial
price; and cither the Government were help-
less in the matter or, what is worse, they
refused to interfere when they did possess the
power, It would be very interesting to know
whether the Government had power to fix
the price and whether the Government are
vesponsgible for the enormous priec charged
for the rubbish which peopld have been
forced to buy. I think Mr. Duffell is to be
commended for hringing the matter for-
ward., The section of industry ropresented
by him on this oecasion are entitled to con-
gideration, and the matter ia something
which the Governmeni should be ealled

Nothing of the
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upon €0 aunswer. 1 am pleased the subject
has been brought up for diseussion, T shall
not disenss the price at which the wheat
should be sold, but T do protest againsg
the means whieh have been used practically
to force people to buy wheat at exagperated
prices, :

| Resolved: that motions be continued.]

Hon, .I. J. HOLMES (North) [5.31]: [
wm afreaid T am unable to support Mr. Duf-
feil's motion for various reisons, Pirgt
of all; I have to remember that the wheat
in this poul is guaranteed by the general
thxpayers of this State, and that the wheat
is the property of the pool, and that it is
the duty of the manager of the pool and
others concerned to sce that the full value of
the wheat is reafised upon. I am not going to
be satisfied that the responsibility of the
guarantee 18 relieved until the wheat stacks
are depleted and the wheat is venlised. We
Lkear all sorts of wyumours and reporis as
tu the exorbitant price charged for the in-
ferior wheat, but the fart remnins that the
inferior wheat is sought after, I under-
stand that the demawd is greater than the
supply.  Such being the case, it is the clear
dury of those eoncorned to pet the highest
possible price they ean for that wheat, ir-
respective of what the vonsumer may say,
sinee it iz the policy of this country to cn-
~anvage the producer.

Hon, J. Duffell: Is wot the poultry raiser
a producer, ton?

oo, 0. 0. HOLAMES: The policy of Par-
liament seems to be that the wheat prodneer
must get the last possible perny for his
wheat.  As to the wisdom of that policy,
there is uo uveeessity for we to spoak at
this jouetore, How is the priee for the
inferior wheat fixed, and how is hat in-
ferioe wheat realised? It would  appear
that the maoager of the pool fixes the
“price. Wha, T ask, is bhettor fit to do that
than the expert manager? e is an expert.
T have never met the manager, but I know
that Dreyfus & Co., the hig wheat people,
would never have employed him if he  were
not an expert. e fixes the value of the
wheat,

Tten. J. Duffel: Withort ever having seen
the wheat,

Hon, T, J. TOLMES: But he has the
meany of knowing what is a fair standard
value. e instruets Dalgety & Co. aceord-
inglv. Thereupon Dalgety & To. realise
an  that  basis, receiving  a  selling
eommission.  of 2 per eent. What Tet-
ter system  gould  there be for deal-
jug with  the refuse whaat! T have
Vistened  verv  attentively to  the sug-
gestion  of the Honovary Minister that the
Wheat Marketing Advisery Board might
hawdle the distribation of this wheat in the
vear Tutnre. T look upon that proposal with
alarm. T the Advisory Board arve going to
set abont selling and delivering wheat, good-
ness knows where it will end. We shall be
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establishing a reeord by setting up a new de-
partment almost every day. We now have a
traffic department, to-morrow we shall bhave
a price fixing department, and the day after
to-morrow we shall have a wheat distribut-
ing departiuent. This deparvtment will he &
chirge upen the pool, and as a taxpayer T
take this opportunity of protesting against
the proposal. The wheat is the property of
the pool, and 1t is the clear duty of those
controlling the pool to see that they get the
last penny of value for the wheat. The price
is fixed n a methodical manner and the de-
mand exeeeds the supply. For these reasons.
1 eannot support the motion,

Hon, J. F. ATLLEN (West) [4377: Tt is
my intention to support Mr, Duffell’s motion
partly for the reasons which have been given
hy Dr. Saw, So far we have cousidere:l only
the produeer, failing to realise that the
grent majority of the people of this State
are consnmers.  As the representatives of the
people in this Chamber we are here to look
after the interests not of one section of the
community—whether  they he wheat pro-
dueers or egy producers or bacon producers
—Dbut the interests of the people as a whole.
It is our business to see that justice shall be
axtended to the whole people. The question
which exercises my mind is one which arises
from the remark of the Honorary Minister
that this inferior wheat is merely sold at its
value, But what is its value? At present its
valug 18 fixed with no other consideration
as to its quality than the judgment of the
individuals who fix the pricee T am sur-
prised to fAnd Mr. 1Tolmes ndopting the atti-
tude he does. Tver sinee [ have known him
ie has said that competition is the goul of
trade. Now the only way in which the value
of this inferior wheat can be fixed is by
competition, The methed of competition lies
in the hands of the Minister himself. Tn the
evidchee taken iast vear by the Royal Com-
migsion ¢n the Whent Marketing Scheme, the
tact stands out, in the portiens rvead by Mr.
Duffell, and. also in other portions which the
hon. member has not rvead, that the poultry
and pig producers of this State were paying
more fer the wheat they purchased than it
was worth as compared with the milling
wheat sent throngh the mills, The eonse-
quence wns that thetr produets were in-
creased in cost te the conswmer, thus help-
ing to raise {he cost of living to extreme
heightz. The facts themselves show that that
ia the condition of things, withont any evi-
dence.  Last year all the wheat in this State
which - was eapable of being milled, from
which any flour could be extracted, was sent
through the mills, and only the absolute ve-
fuse whieh ecould not he put through the
mills to extract flonr of any eommereial value
wag sohl te the poultry and pig farmers. Tt
was solid to them at a price fixed by the offi-
¢inls of the pool. Ou top of that, the price
fixed by the officials was nlerely a minimum
priee, a reserve price. Then this rubbish—
“for what T saw of it eould be called nothing
elsc—was sold hy avetion in limited quan-
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tities for the pwrpose of keeping up the
market price, The pig and poultry raisers,
who are engaged in a primary industry just
as much as arc the growers of wheat, had to
pay a high price for a low grade commodity.
The only proper way to fix the value of the
refuse wheat is to give those who purehase
it an opportunity of buying, alternatively,
f.a.q. wheat. If the man buying wheat for
g or poultry radsing is preparved to pay 3s.
6d. or Gs. per bushel for f.a.q. wheat in pre-
ference to the refuse wheat offered him, it
shows that the price being asked for the in-
ferior commodity is too high. Alternatively,
if he prefers to purchase the inferior wheat,
it shows that the inferier wheat is not being
sold ahove its value. Last year we as con-
sumers had to eat hread made from flour
whieh was certainly fit for human consum-
tion, but which still wans of very inferior
quality, 'L was interested the other evening
to hear the Honorary Minister say thai the
flour sold in this State was equal to flour
sold anywhere. T know something about the
subject. T went through the mills when they
were gristing the inferior wheat. I saw the
flour which was produced from that inferior
wheat, T tested it, and T know that it was
very tnferior flowr and lacking in many of
the qualitics of flonr for human consump-
tion,
whedt which was put through the mills had
deteriorated to the cxtent of about 30 per
eent. in value, and when we realise further
that wheat of the snme quality is being sold
to pig and poultry farmers at mueh higher
prices, we see clearly that the inferior wheat
has been sold to the people of thiz State at
much abeve its actunl value, With regard to
econtrol of sales by the department, the
Wheat  Seheme  is not  a  Government
department in the ordinary sense of the
term;  nor ean the Wheat Marketing
Advisory Board, who control the Scheme, be
regarded as a Government department. The
very name shows that. Last year certain
members of this House endeavoured to make
the board an executive board, but we were
over-rulet by the arguments of the Govern-
ment amd their supporters here and in an-
other place. The Wheat Seheme is an argan-
isation created in the interests of the farmoers
of thiz State, and the costs of the Scheme
are met out of the product of the poot, and
not out of weneral taxation.

Hon, J. T, TTolmes: T never aaid they were
horne by the general taxpaver.

Hon. J. I, ATLEN: T a0 not say that
Mr. Holmes or any other member has as-
serted that, T am simply pointing out that
the Wheat Scheme is not a (overnment de-
partment in the ordinary sense of the term.
I am very pleased that other States have
scen the wisdom of the rceommendation of
the Royal Commission that the Advisery
Buoaed should he made an exeeuntive Toard.
In South Australia the A-dvisary Boasd have
beeo™ e an evecntive hoard,  Put  in this
State thwre is only one man who ¢an speak
on bhelidf of the greac consuming publie,
and that is the Monorary Minister in this

“Oun thie other hand, the pig

When we rvealise that some of this °
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Chamber,  All the otheis eoneerncd in the
pool are servants of the Sehewe, the servants
of the farmers, and act only in the interests
of the farmers. The pig and poultry rais-
ers are Zust as mueh primary prosucers s
the growers of wheat, but there is this dis-
tinet difference betwen the two sets of pro-
dueers—that the wheat-growers are not de-
pendent upon any olher primary producer.
and  pouitry
farmers are dependent upon the product of
the wheat grower, Consequently, they ave
in the difficlt position of having to depemd
tfor their commodity on the suceesy or other-
wigse of the farmer’s operations. Wa lave
legislated over amd over again in the infer-
ests of the wheat growers of this State. But,
so far as I know, up to date we have never
done anything to assist the pig and ponltry
farmers, even to the extent of supplying them
at reagonable cost with the commodity neecs-
sary for the carrying on of their business.
The only way to arrive at the actual value of
the inferior wheat js, T repent, to give tha
purchasers of it the opportunity of haying,

alternatively, faa.q. wheat at the current
price.
Hon, A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-

Suburban) [5.45]: 1 am opposed to the
motion Leeause T eannot see that it is going
to do any good. This question was fought
out at great lemgth on the Wheat Market-
ing Bill, and this js a Legislative Couneil
and not a dchating soeiety. Let the hon,
member got this motion passed unanimously,
and what cffect will it have? It will be
absolutely ignored. And guite properly so,
after the power given to the Minister in the
Wheat Bill. We cannot have it both ways.
No one has fought harder than I for the
abolition of the whole thing und the giving
of fair treatnient to the consumer. This has
Leen debated at great length and decided
against ns.  What, then, is the use of the
motion? The only way to put things on a
proper hasis is to get rid of the Country
party. They openly achnowledge that they
are vut for the farmer. They have a mgjor-
ity in both Houses, What, then, is the ase
of coming in at the last moment anid de-
luding the unfortnnate conswmers that they
are to get any advantage from the motion?
The passing of the motion wnanintously
would not have any effeet whatever on thoss
controlling the «question. 1t it rdoes have
any cffect it onght not to, heeause they are
out to get the last penny for the farmers,
and it may bhe said that we have azreml to
that.  What, then, is the vse of a .pions
motion of this kind? T have no hesitation
in veting against the motion.

Hon. JT. A, GREIG (South-East} [547]:
It scems to me that Dr. Saw, Mr. Milling-
ton, Mr. Allen, and ethers, are all out to see
that the cousumer gets a fair (deal.  The
pig raiser and the poultry raiser have my
svmpathy, They are not wetting what T
would celass ns good value for their money
to-day. Bat when it comes to n question of
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what i5 the value of wheat, one may ask,
what is the value of feneing wire to-dayd

Tt is just what yon can get for it
in vespeet to other commodities.

Hon. J. Duffell: But you get value for
your money there,

Hon, J. A, GREEG: The great trouble is
that several members are very anxious to
sce that the consumer should have considera-
tion, Let me point out that the consumer
is the only man who is not paying a fair
thing. The Hoenorary Minister teld us the
other day that the average value of the
wheat ground into cvery ton of flour ex-

Bo, too,

ported  from the State to  foreign mar-
kets is 8s. 3d. per bushel. We are
seiting  our  wheat to-day to our loeal
miliers at 5s. 6d. per bushel. Our loeal

hakers are buying their flowr at £11 125, 6.
per ton, while for the fiour we are sending
across to Juva, inferior flour, we get over
£20 a ton.

The Honorary Minister: Tt
ferior,

Hon. 7. A,

is not in-
GREIG:  We get over £20
a ton for it. That is to say, the pool gets
that. I do not know how mueh the millee
is getting, but we nre selling our whent to
the pool at a price equivalent to over £20
per ton for the flour. Yet we supply owr

people here with a cheap loaf from flour”

at £11 128, Gd. per teu. The consumer is got-
ting his bread at ahout 2d. below its fair
valne,  The eonsumers do not realise that,
but the farmers do.

Hen, J. Duffell:  Niuerence for o 2.
loaf! .
Hon. J. A, GREIG:  The consumer lere

is getting a cheaper loaf thaw is provided
anywhere else in the world, and he should
realise that the farmer is giving him that
oaf, is selling his wheat at a cheap rate.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (Seuth) [32.50]: It
is news to hear that the farmers are so
benevolently disposed towarls the rest of
the community. We ought to feel profoundly
grateful to them for their kindnoss in giv-
ing us our loaf at a clheap rate. The pat-
ristism they display in seting in that way
is remarkable. T am going to support the
motion, I confess it is not worded exactly
as L sheuld like, particularly towards the
end. I am uot quite sure that 3s. 64, is a
tair price to specity, but T will vote for
the motion ay a protest agninst what has
been done in respect of the sale of inferior
wheat. T have had n number of complaints
from pouitry and pig farmera in the pre-
vince I vepresent about the cxcessively high
price they have had to pay for inferior
wheat, A good dend of doubt existed as to
why thiy excessively high priee was charged,
but the discussion that las taken place here
has thrown a good deal of light en the mat-
ter. T know the position is such that a
number of men are talking of going out of
the business, indeed T think some of them
have done se.  The charge brought forward
by Mr. Duffell is a very serious onc indeed.
amounting to a charge of profitcering of o

[COUNGIL.}

very bad sort. ‘Whether it was Messrs. Dal-
gety & Co. or the Government who were pro-
fiteering wns very doubtful until we heard
the statement made by the Honorary Min-
ister. Since the Homnorary Minister spoke,
not the slightest doubt remains that the Gov-
crnment e¢zn justly be charged with pro-
fiteering in the matter of the sale of in-
ferior wheat. The Minister said he was
quite justified in getting .the highest pos-
gible price for inferior wheat, When good
whent is available and the supply of inferior
wheat i3 limited, mnotwithstanding which
they refuse to dispose of the good wheat
to those who want it, they ean put up the
Lrice of inferior wheat as they choose.

The Hovorary Minister: But we do not

do ik

Hen, . W, KIRWAN: The figures quoted
show clearly that the inferior wheat has
heen disposed of at a price considerably

above what its value woulil be if good wheat
were available. The Government have re-
stricted the good wheat available and, eon-
sequently, wo lave a clear case of profiteer-
ingr.  From every platform Premiers and
Ministers are crying out against profiteer-
ing. Wog are passing legislation ugainst
profiteering.  The Commonwealth  Govern-
ment are going to do the same, and surely
the SBtate Government ought to be the last
people in the world to lay themselves open
to u charge of this kind. T will certainly
vote for the awetion, und I hope it will be
carried.

Hon, J, MILLS {Central} [5.55]: I have
sympathy with the pig- and poultry farm-
crs, hut I am not prepared to sce the in-
terests of the wheat farmoers sacrificed to
those of the smali produeers, The point
that exercises my mind is chis: the Hono-
rary Minister states that the price of wheat
supplied to the poultry and pig raiser is
baged on its milling value. T ask him, sup-
pose no pooltry er pig farmers required
the wheat, could he get for it the price he
is getting from the small producers?

The Honorary Minister: I think so.

Flon, J. MILLS: If so, he is certainly
justificdt in asking the priee he has put
upon it. T will not vote for the mction,

Mon, J. CUNNINGHAM  (North-East)
(5.561: T jutend to vote for the wotion.
I was surprised to hear the remarks of
M. Allen, who made it clear that the rea-
son why the pig and poultry fodder has
been so searce—and such scarcity of course,
enables the fixation of the price—is heeause
the advisery board regulated the supply of
inferior wheat by gristing a large quantity
of that inferigr wlheat and torning it inte
bread for human consnmption. Tt means
that the people of that portion of the State
whove Mr. Allen found this bread were
being fed upen pig and poultry fodder. We
have a Pure Foods Act, and it iz surpris-
ing that some action was wot taken in the
direction of prosecuting those people who
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were foisting upon the consumers pig and
poultry fodder and food in the shape of
bread not fit for human consumption, We
can see now how cute the advisory board
is in the manipulation of the supply of dam-
aged wheat for fodder purposes. There is
no doubt that, if all that has been said on
this motion is correct, profiteering has been
going on, 'We find that the supply of dam-

aged wheat is withheld, gristed into flour,

and turncd into bread for human eonsump-
tion, merely for the purpose of regulating
the supply of damaped wheat for fodder
purposes. e can understand the position,
and we¢ know that that manipuolation of
supplies has been for the purpose of keep-
ing up the price of damaged wheat made
available for fodder purposes, Af the same
time it was pointed out that the Advisery
Board, together with Dalgety & Ceo., had
been cdonstifuted a Price Fixing Board:
. That being so I weleome this motion. The
motion intends to make this Housc and not
the Advisory Board and Dalgety & Co. the
Price Pixing Board. The Mouse is to be-
come the Price Fixing Board so far as the
price of damaged wheat is concerned. 1
am plensed that the hon. member has in-
trodured the motion and T intend to sup-
port it,

Hon, J. NICHOLSON (Mctropolitan)
{6.0]: T understand that the objeet of the
hon, member who wmoved the motion is to
secure that which every member of the House
has been endeavouring to secure, mamely, a
cheap food supply. Whilst I give him wmy
fullest support in the cbject he has in view
I eannot vote for the motion in its present
form. Tt indieates that the Advisory Beard
ghall not be empowered to renew the agree-
mient which is already in existence at the
expiration of the year, on the 31st December
rext. Tf that hoard is not empowered to
renew some agreement the position will be that
the Government will require, as pointed ont
previously, on the Wheat Marketing Bill, to
establish ngencies throwghout the length and
breadth of the State. The agreement with
this firm was made, 1 take it from the ex-
planation that has been given te us, in the
best intercsts of the people of the State and
of all concerned. Tf the board were to un-
dertake this work the cost would be mmueh
greater, so that in place of a saving being
offeeted the selling price of the wheat
may bho inereased: If the hon. member
had stopped short in his motion at the word
“syenewed,’’ and had inserted in place of the
words which follow other words to this effeet,
“‘that the agrcement should not be remewed
unless at snch price and on such  eoun-
ditions  as may be agreed to by the
Advisory Board and a committee of two
menbers selected from ecach House,’? I should
have been prepared to support him, The op-
portunity would then have been given to rep-
resentative members of cach Hounse to express
their views on hehalf of that section of the
community which has apparently net been eon-
sulted in the fixing of the price, We, as

+
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members, represent the body of comsumers.
I is our duty as representatives of the tax-
payers to endeavour to assure to them a food
supply at the cheapest possible rate. The
uiethod which has been adopted in fixing the
selling price of this under quality wheat is
such that it camnot commend itself to thosec
who are consuming and using this wheat.

Hon. J. Duffell: It is below milling qual-
ity wheat.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: Yes, but the
method which has heen adopted in fixing
the price is not the proper method. 'We have
a fair basis upon which we can fix that price.
We know what is received for the wheat of
the highest quality when sold on the Loudon
market, If we take that price, less freight
and charges, we arrive at the true price of
the wheat in Western Anstralia. That would
give us a definite price upon which to proceed
with other qualities of wheat of less value.
Tlis lower quality wheat could be fixed on
2 lower standard by a committee such as T
suggest. [People would then be enabled to
get these various qualitics of wheat at ratos
which would be fair and reasonable, and at
which no one conld possibly eomplain. The
hon, member was wise in bringing forward
the motion and in ventilating the subject,
but I regret I cannot sec my way to sup-
perting the motion in its present form. Tt
woukl only lead to a further cost in the
handling of these inferior qualities of wheat
to leave the matter entirely to the Govern-
ment or the Advisory Board to deal with,
us suggested,

Mon, R. J. LYNN (West} [66] I am
opposed to the motion for two rensons.

- The PRESIDENT: I
making an error. I thought the hon. mem-
ber had seconded the motion. ‘That, how-
ever, does mot prevent him from speaking.
Tt was only to confirm a note T made at the
time that T made this inquiry.

_ Hon. R. J. LYNN: As a matter of fact
I eould not recolleet for the moment whether
I did seeond the motion or not. I oppose
the motion for two rcasons. One reason is
that it would he impossible for the Govern-
ment to create a department and bring about
an organisation to deal with the matter, be-
cange of the small quantity of this wheat
that is at present available. Tmmediately a
Government department is created in order
to handle a particular commodity, or in eon-
nection with any industry, it i3 a diffienlt
matter to abolish it later. Trom the figures
quoted hy the Monorary Minister it wonld
appear to be impossible to organise a de-
partment at the cost whieh is at present be-
ing charged for the performance of these
services. DBeeause of that I am opposed to
the creation of a department for handling
this wheat, which may subsequently become
a permanent department for handling some-
thing else of a similar nature in the future,
My second objection to the motion is that
it docs not go far encugh to suit my viewa,
Tf the mover had also iuserted in it the priee.
that should be éharged for cggs and baeon,
after the bagis for the wheat iz arrived at,

hope I am not
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it might have been easy for mec to agree with
him,  We would then have been obliged to
add to that, that the labour for cooking the
eggs and bacon should be at a certain rate
too. Tf thc House takea upon itself to say
that 3s. 6d. shall be charged for each bushel
of this elass of wheat we should conastitute
ourselves an anthority for saying that eggs
ghall be sold at 1s. 1d. a dozen and hacon at
8. a lb. Tf wec are going to regulate the
cost of the commodity used in connection
with the produection of bacon, or as poultry
feed' in connection with the production of
gpus, we shonld also constitute oursclves tho
anthority to say that these eommodities shall
he sold at a rate according to the cost of
their preduction,

Hon. .I. Duffell:
CONSUNLET,

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [6.12]:
T am opposed to the building up of a Gov-
ernment department sueh  as  this. My
opinion is verv much in aceord with that
expressed by My, Lynn, T amn opposed also
to providing o Government organisation for
the handling of the wheat, even if it is %o
be done at the expense of the pool and not
at that of the taxpayer. It appears from
the debate that inferior wheat has realised
# higher price than it is worth. T do not
mean that the minimum price i8 fixed at too
high a price by the Advisory Board or by the
general manager of the Seheme, Tt it
geems as though there has been some undue
inflation of the price of thizs ecommodity,
when it hag got ont of the hands of the
wlaolesalers and into the hands of the ve-
tailers or at some intermediate stage.

Ilon, JJ. Duffell: At anetion sales.

Hon. H, STEWART: Tn some c¢ases no
donbt this would apply 1o anction sales. O
result of the motion may be that the Whent
Seheme will review the position,
deavonr to see that the priee that is charged
is only a fit and proper price for the quality
submitted. That is all that is required lo
meet the case. Mr. Allen stated that thoe
only persen in eonncetion with the scheme
who could proteet the intercsts of the con-
gumers was the Honorary Minister. Dr, Saw
seemed tv have heen under a misapprehen-
sion as to the constitution of the Advisory
Board which ecarries ont most important
functions in conneetion with the Wheat
Scheme, The Honorary Minister is one of
the Board on which are only two wheat
growers, The Board consists of two Govern-
ment gervants, and Mr. Field, the General
Manager for Elder Smith & Co. Mr. Field
and the Government servants with the Miu-
ister make up four members, who arc not
dircetly interested in wheat growing and in
the price of wheat, I submit that they are
quite capable of protecting or thinking of
the interests of the congumer in this case.

T want to protcet the

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [6.14]: T
fecl inclined to support the motion and I

aml ¢n- -

[COUNCIL.}

sympathise with the hon. member who moved
it, I realise that many of those who form
his constituents wonld very mueh like to get
their wheat at a lower rate, but I alse real-
ise that we have entered into an arrange-
ment by which we want to build up the re-
sources of the State and obtain ag much
a5 we can for the farmers.

Sitling suspended from 6.15 lo 7.30 p.m.

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY: T was remark-
ing at the tea adjonrmment that I was not in
favour of the motion, but I realise that the
farmers require to obtain the greatest price
possible for the article they produee, and if
there is any move in the direction of having
wheat sold $o those who arc raising poultry
aud pigs to enable those people to realise
better profits, it seems to me that we are
going to sacrifice the interests of the man
who iz producing wheat for those of the man
who is raising poultry ond pigs. T do not
kinow that very seriolis fault has been found
with Dalgety & Co. We certainly have heard
complaints with regard to the inferior wheat
and the price charged for it, Perbaps the
complaints have not heen levelled so mueh at
that firm as at the retailers of the wheat
after they hove obtained it from Dalgety’s
for the purpose of distribution. There scems
to be nothing to prevent retailers charging
any price they like, and it certainly is not
the wish of this Flouse that we should fix a
price. We propose shortly to regulate prices,
and perhaps the publie will be satisfied if the
commnisgioners to he appointed will deal with
wheat as well as other conimodities which are
sold to the pnblic. T darvesay other hon.
members hesides wyself have had a ecom-
munication from Foggit, Jones & Co. point-
ing out the hig returns that can be obtained
for the whent by feeding pigs with it Aec-
cording to them prices which pigs are bring-
ing, the prospeets for those who are en-
gaged intthat industry arc bright at the pre-
sent time, and it is peinted ount that it is
mwore profitable to dispose of the whest in
that way than te turn it into flonr. So far
as the priece of flour is concerned, T under-
stand that it is eheaper in this State than in
almost any part of the world. It is hardly
fair, however, that we should fix the price
for all the wheat required for feeding pigs
and poultry, as suggested by Mr, Duffell, as
ds, Gd. a bushel. I think sufficient has been
said with regard to the use of inferior wheat
for the manufacture of flour, The only effect
of that is that it will probably damage the
market value of flour. I firmly believe, how-
ever, that the mills have turned out as good
flour in this State as is being turned out in

auy part of the world. I  would
not agrce to the Government under-
taking the distribution of wheat of
lower than milling quality after it las

been eleancd. Tenders should be ealled, At
any rate, whatever eourse is adepted, I hope
the Covernment themselves will not attempt
to create a staff. to deal with that wheat. T
intendl to oppose the wmotion, b
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Hon. J. BWWING (South) [7.37]: 'The
motion has a great deal to recommend it,
hut it is my intention to move an amond-
ment which has been suggested by hon. mem-
bers who have spoken carlier in the day. My
intention is to strike out all the words after
“‘yepewed ’’ in the sixth line and insert these
words—‘‘The general public shall have the
opportunity to buy f.a.q. wheat at-the price
charged to the millers in the State.”” I
should be sorry to have to record my voie
against the motion, but I shall have to do
go if it is put to the House in the form in
which it appears on the Notice Paper. I
want to make it elear that the explanation
which has been given by the Honorary Min-
ister so tar as Dalgety & Co. are concerned is
quite satisfactory, I understand that the
position to-day is that Dalgety & Co. simply
gcll on epmmission. They have nothing to
do with the fixing of the price. That being
the case, 1 am quite satisficd, and I accept
the assurance of the Minister that when the
agreement expires tenders will again be in-
vited from those who are willing to handle
this class of wheat on commission.

- The Honorary Minister: If there is any.

Hon. J, EWING: That overcomes the
diffieulty which was feared by other hon.
members who have spoken about creating a
new department. There is mo reason why
Dalgety & Co. or any other firm ghould not
become agents for the disposal of inferior
whent. There is thercfore no reasoen why we
should not allow the first portion of the mo-
tion to go through. By doing that we do not
enst any roflection .om Dalgety & Co. We
should, however, agree to the amendment
T suggest. 1 am not prepared to constitute
this Heuse an advisery board, and that is
my rcason for substituting what T have read
to members for the sccond part of the mo-
tion as it appears on the Notice Paper. The
farmers are qnite entitled to receive what
their product will bring, and it is my desire
at all times to protcet them. But what has
appealed to me is the fact that the man who

goes in  for pig and pouliry raising
i3 not getting what he i3 entitled to
receive. Mr. Allen has umade the position

quite clear, We are not competent to
judge what the priec should be. Aunofher
diffienlty is that the pig and poultry riiscrs
eannot buy f.a.q. wheat in the open market.
I understand they are prohibited fromn
doing that. Therefore, if my amendment is
earried it will overeome that difficulty. At
the present time, heing unable to purchase
f.a.q. wheat, the pig and pouliry people
are compelled te pay an exorbitant price
for an article that is not worth what they
have to give for it. Tn the interests of the
industry, therefore, what T proposc should:
he allowed. That iz the ouly way by whieh
we ean overcome the difficulty, and the gen-
eral public will have the same opporfunity
a8 millers of buying wheat of fair average
quality. I meve an amendment—
That uil the words after ‘‘renewed,”’
in line 6, be struck out, and ‘“That the-
meneral public shall have free oppor-
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tunity of buying f.a.q. wheat at the price

charged to the millers of the State’’ be

inserted in lieu.
I am not prepared to mdopt the first portion
of the mmotion if it is regarded as any ve-
flection on Dalgety & Co. T have made it
clear and the Minister has made it elear
that there is no reflection whatever against
Dalgety & Co, Their agreement will ter-
minate on the 31st December.

Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenpom:  And the
ugreement is not to be remewed.
Hon. J. EWING: The motion simply

means that the existing agreement should
not be renewecd, There is o reason why
Dalgety & Co. should not apnly and beeome
the agents again,

The Honorary Minister: This meang thut
Dalgety & Co. eannot be employed again.

Hon. J. EWING: T do not put that con-
struetion upon it. Tf if iz so, T should pre-
fer to strike out the opewing partion of the
metion, I think the motion merely means
that the existing agreement should not he
rencwed. It does not mean thal any other
agrecment shall not be entered into with
Dalgety & Co, ’

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: I think that
was the intention.

Hon. J, EWING: If it is so, I shall vote
against the motion. T would not reflect
upon s firm like Dalgety & Co., who have
done so much for this State.

Hon. . Duffell: I made it distinetly un-
derstood that no refleetion on Dalgety’s was
intended.

Hon, .J. EWING: That is how T regarded
the motion, .1f the Minister puts a different
construction upon it, then it iz gquite com-
peteut for him to move ancothor amendment.

Hon., T, DUFFELL (Moctropclitan-Sub-
wrban—oen amendment) [7.47]: While 1T
am quite in aceord with the amendment. so
far as it will enable the general publie to
obtain fa.q. wheat at the price charged to
the millers of the State, I am still of opin-
ton there should be¢ a limit ta the priece of
wheat for foed purposes—whent whieh s
below milling quality., My reasons for mov-
ing the motion were clearly stated to the
House. When a trael of wheat for feed
purposes was brought into Perth for sale,
the distributing ngents throngh their aue-
tioncer advised six or cight people. knowing
that those people required sush wheat, Ar-
rangements were then made that the wheat
ghould feteh from 4s. 6d. to 55. a bushel
That was the price fixed by Mr. Reys with-
out having seen the wheat or without knpw-
ing what it wna worth., As we have a certain
quantity cf inferisy wheat and shall con-
tinue to have it so long as there is wheat
in the stacks, there should be n provision
that such wheat should not ns in the past
be sold at fictitious prices. We have had
an illustration that the Government, hy the
limitation of the supply and the fixing of
priec beyond the value, are amongst the
greatest profiteers who have come under
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our notive during the whole of the contro-
versy on the selieme, They have  been
proved beyond dispute and up to the hiif
to be profitecrs of the decpost dye. When
they endeavonred io foree a vale on a
commaodity which commodity was not of that
value, their actions had a material influence
on the prices of food stnffs whieh had to
e purehased by the general community.

The Honorary Miunister: Wheat is always
valued on the sample.

Ion. J. DUFFELL: What about the
wheat sent from Quairading? There were
1,250 bags sold for £275 and the Honorary
Minister regretted he was not a partwer in
it. That wheat was sold at 3s. Gd. a bushel
and was not worth £3 a ton. What abeut
the sample in that ingtance? Was that
whent valwd on the gampic? The further
this debate goes the wmore T am convineed
of the ignorance of the wman ecantrelling
affairg——

The Henorary Minister: 1 rise to a point
of order. The han, member said there were
certain pavecls of wheat which T regretted
I was nof a partoer in. 1 challenge him to
prove that statement, Tt was a dead loss amd
T never desired to he a partirer in any sueh
transaction.

Hon, I, DUFFELL: The Menorary Min-
ister told e with liis own lips before Hatel
Bros, the  purelmsers, had  realised  how
much roften stuft there was in the heap, The
Minister made a statement with regard to
Mr. Solomon, who gave evidence Lefore the
Royal Commission, that Mr. Solomon desired
to pick the eves out of it before it came to
the market. T do net make o statement un-
less I know what T am talking about. The
further the diseussion goeg, the more I am
convineed of the mability—I did say ignor-
ancc—of the Honorvary Minister to control
an operation having such magnitude as the
Wheat Scheme in Western Aunstralia,

The Houorary Minister: That is why our
wheat is the wost satisfoctory in all the
States.

Hon. .J, DUIFIPELL: According to a state-
ment in the Press to-day, the Whent Seheme
of Western Australin i3 indebted to the
Wheat Pool of Australin to the tune of
£023,000. That might be accounted for by
the faet that millers of this State have
gristed more in proportion to the quantity
exported and for that reason it womid ad-
Just itself. I do wot know but that is how
it appears on the face of it. The faet re.
mains that, while T agree with the amend-
ment, 1 renlise it is a step farther than I
desired my motion fo apply. T am anxious
that the poultry aud pig raisers should be
able to get fa.q. wheat at 5s. 6d. a Dbushel.
If they could, 1 shonld be satisfied and so
would they. Ruot there will stifl he u cer-

tain quantity of wheat not fit for milling -

porpases and (hat iz what the Minister has
been profitecring with and that iz what e
contends the farmer should get  a higher
value for. What does the Minister infer:
that the farmers of Western Australia have

JEOUNCLL

coma to the decision that a fair loeal price
shall be the parity of a conntry where the
peaple nre actually on the verge of starva-
tion  and  where they are paving  fabulous
prives for wheat for gristing puwrposes, That
is the diveetion in which thex arve drifting.
Tt is a danger to the State; it is unhealthy
for Western Austrafin and the sooner we re-
furn to a sound ecommercial methed of hand-
ling this product the sooner will Western
Anstralin emerge from the trouble in whicl
it is involved owing to the high cost of cer-
tain eommeodities bronght abont by the pro-
fiteering of the Wheat Pool of this State.
In the circnmstances I hope Mr. Ewing will
eongent to the amendment being ndded to the
end of my motion withont striking out any
woreds. There has not been one argument
to couvinee me that T was wob justified in
hringing this matter forward, TRed herrings
huve been dragged neross the track, partic-
whrly By My, Holmes when he said that the
Covernment woulil Le huilding up anothar
departiment for all time. That is pesitively
ahsurd.  The Government have n stal eap-
able of deing this werk through the store-
keepors and the agencies of which they have
cantrol,  In Deeember of Iast venr when
the Bill contaiming the agreemoent with the
Westralian Farmers, Ttd,, for handling the
current, season’s  wheat  was  bhefore the
House, Mr., Keys was asked whether, in the
event of the agrecment heing turned down,
he conbtd handle the wheat, late in the season
as it then was, and he said, ‘“Yes, we could
do it but it would be semewhat inconven-
ient.’’ Tf they had the waechinery, the Faeil-
ities and the people capable of utilising the
agencies in various parts of the State at such
short potice, the argument of Mr. Tolines
that we should be creating a new department
which would last for all time is shown to ko
without Foundation awd will not stand the
test of iuquivy. Rather than see my wotion
lost, I womd he prepared to aceept the
amendment, but I hope the amendmoent will
be added to my motion in the manner 1 have
suggested. T thank the leader of the House
for his courtesy in allowing other Dbusiness
to stand over while this motion was eon-
sidered. T appreeiate the privilege, and I
thauk those mewmbeors who have stood by mo
so loyally in tryiug to bring te finality a
matter so near amd denr to me and to the
penple T represent,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN {South-—on amend-
ment) [7.57]: If the amendment is put in
the form in which it has been moved, I think
there will be a danger of both the amend-
meat and  the motion heing lost. If My,
Ewing would slightly amend his amend-
nent and adopt a «different form, it might
he  aceepted by Me, Duffell, as it would
meet that wentleman’s  views. Mr. Duf-
fell’s objection to the amcendment is that,
umnlesg 2 price is stipulated for inferior
wheat. there is a danger of it "being sold
at n price in excess of its value. Mr, BEw-
ing’s proposal, if earried, would ensure that
inferior wheat conid not he sold at a price



in excess of its valwe, for the shnple reason
that, if there was any attempt to do so, pur-
chasers wonld be able to seeure f.a.q. wheat.
There should be no possibility of what has
existed hitherto being continwed. T suggest
that Mr. Ewing move to strike out all the
words after ‘“*House’’ and insert other words
so that the motion would then read—*That
in the opinion of this HMouse, the general
publie ghould have free opportunity of
purchasing £a.q. wheat at the same price
as  the millers of the BState.’ 1 think
that wonld meet what iz desired by Mr,
Daffell, und alse what is  desired by Mr,
Ewing. It seems to wme, as onc who has
followed the debate very closely, that it will
alse be in accordance with the views of the
ngjurity of members who have spoken. At
any rate, T woulll suggest to Mr, Ewing that
he might amewd his motiou in that direction.

The PRESIDENT : Before any such
amendment is moved it will be neeessary for
Mr. Ewing te withdraw his present amend-
ment, because the mnendment snggested by
My, Kirwan deals with words previous to
those which Mr. Ewing’s amendment pro-
poses to strike out. -

Hon. J. EWING:
draw my amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The PRESIDENT: Now it is compet:
ent for any hon. member to move an amend-
uient,

I ask leave to with-

Hon. J. EWING (Sonth-West) [84]: 1
move an amendment—

Thzt nll the words of the motion after
‘‘Fouse’’ be struck out and the follow-
ing inserted in liew:—'‘the general pub-
lic should have free opportunity of pur-
ehaging f.a.q. wheat at the same price as
the millers of the State.’?

I am pleased to have the opportunity of do-
ing this, and T thank Mr. Kirwan for sug-
gesting the amendment. Tt overcomes n
dificulty whiech T had in my own mind with
regard to Dalgety & Co. T hope the Hon-
orary Minigter will accent the awendment.

Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENOOM (North, on
amendment [8.5]: Before T decide how to
vote on thix ameudment, | should like to lhear
the views of the Llonorary AMinister. We do
not know how the earryving of the amewd-
ment would affeet the price of the wheat
that is in the pool.  The first object that
the Tfonorvary Minister and the pool have is
to conserve the intevests of the farmers whe
have put their wheat into the poel to he
sold at hest price. Moveover, an advance
has been guaranfeed agninst this wheat, ow
will the earrying of the mmendment affect
the sale of the other wheat if any purclhaser
iz piven acceess to the faqg. wheat whenever
he thinks fit? It must either lower the rate
at which the damaged wheat is sold, or else
make the dmagedl wheat unsaleable,

The HONORARY MINTSTER (Hen. . 17
Baxier-—Tast—on  amendment)  [86]: 1T
must oppose the amendment,  Is it reason-

~amendment.
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able to ask that the Govermmenb ahall is-
pose of small quantitics of whent at the
gane price as that at which they supply large
yuuntities for local consumption? The enrry-
ing of the awendment would iimpose a Lne-
ther burden on the wheat growers of the
State.

Hou. J. J. Holmes: Not upon the wheat
growers, but upon the taxpayers. .

The HONORARY MINISTER: Possibiy
upon the taxpayers, if we go to that length,
I am not prepaved to tell the taxpaver of
this State that we can go on selling fing.
wheat at the fow prive of ds. Gd. per bushel
for feeding pigs and ponltry. The whent
veed  for those purposes weuld, under sueh
conditions, run inte large quumtities, and the
pool eonld not possibly come out oun the right
side of the ledger, As a faet, this trenble
has ail come from people who desire 1o get
wheat bLefow its value,

Hon, J. Duffell: Nothing of the kimd
These people only want value for their
money.

The HONORARY MTINISTER: The

Wheat Scheme and Dalgety & Co. sell the
damaged wheat at its fair valoe, The
trouble arises from the distributers, who pur-
chase from the Scheme’s agents. In the first
instance, the price is quite reasonable and
full valne is given for the woncy; but when
the wheat has passed through two apents
their profits put up the price of the wheat.
Consumers have the opportunity of going
into the saleyard and combining to buy o
truckload. The resnlt of carrying the amond-
ment will be that the Government will have
the whole of the inferior wheat left on their
hainla,

TTon. G, W0, G WO MILES (Novth) [8.77:
I am in favour of Mr. Ewing’s nmendment,
Last week, when the Whent Marketing Bill
wix uuder consideration, T had the same ob-
Jeet in view, namely, to give to the publie
au opportunity of buring f.a.g. wheat at a
inir price.

Hon. A, Sanderson: This amendment will
not give them that opportunity,

Hou, G, J. G, W, MTLES: The mmend-
ment is an instruction from this House to
the Government to do it. Of coursc a pro-
vigion to this effeet should have appeared in
the Wheat Marketing Bill. However, that
Bill having been dealt with, T support the
Lf the public have the riwht to
huy f.a.q. wheat, the inferior wheat will find
its own level. That s the key tn the whole
prosition.  The inferior wheat will come on
the warket ot its true value. T do not agree
altogether with selling a hay or two hays of
wheat at the same price as the pool sells to
the willers.  The pool might ke allowed a
amall advantage in respeet of small lots,
But a party buyving a truckoad of whent
shoulll get it at the same price as the millars.
To me it seems elear as daxlight that that is
the vuly way of handling the buosiness, If
the matter is not settled on this hasis, the
priec-fixing Comunission could everride  the
Coverwment and fix wices for wheat.
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Member: The price-fixing Commission ecan
only recommend prices to the Government.

Hen. G, J. G. W. MILES: If the Com-
migsion mzke a rocommendation to the Gov-
crument and the Government fail to carry
out that recommendation, we should get
another Government.

Hon, A, SANDERSON (Metrepolitan-
Suburban—on amendment) {8.9]: I will
snpport the amendment on the oue condition,
that we get a definite amd solemn statement
trom the Hounorary Minister that he will pay
attention to the amendment and earry ont
ita terms. T am at a loss to understand the
attitude of members of this Chamber in deal-
ing with the question, 1f we are going to
cenduet our politieal affairs in auy wmanner
that will commend itself to the country as
a whole, we must openly and TFairly accept
the position when we have been defeated,
Members who have been fighting ngainst Lhy
Government over this Wheat Scheme have
been openly defeated in both Flouses of Par-
liament, We must accept the position. o
bring forward an amendment like this at
the end, when the matter has heen settled,
what does it mean? Nothing at all. [t
spems to me that by carrying the amend-
ment we shall be stultifying oursclves. This
Chamber has allowed the Wheat Marketing
Bill to go through, and therchy has given
the Houorary Minister a certain power. Ha
is entitled to that power, and to the fruits
of his vietory. What he will have to pay
for the vietory later on is another aquestion,
To ask him to accept this amendment—which
I readily ndmit is a mueh more cloverly
worded picee of draftsmanship than either
the original motion or the first amendment,
thus revealing ‘‘the old FParliamentary hand?”*
—is to ask him to swrrender the fruits of
his victory. After what we have been through
during the three weeks the Wheat Marketing
Bill has been before this House, the responsi-~
bility is on ws and not on the Minister. If
the amondment were ecarried, the Honorary
Minister would be justified in disregarding
it altogether. The Country party have wou
the first rubber in the big game they are
playing, and they are entitled to the fruits
of their vietory. It is no use hringing for-
ward an amendment of this kind, which ean-
not have any effect whatever, and of which
the Honorary Minister will not take the
slightest notice. I try to recognise the posi-
tion, We have certain powers and responsi-
bitities, and on this occasion we have given
way to the hon, gentleman, The amendment,
therefore, has no valne whatever.

Hon, J. W, RKIBRWAN (South—on amend-
ment) [8.13]: T would like to say a few
words on the amendment moved by Mr.
Tiwing, The IMonorarv Minister states that
the effect of the amendment would probably
be to leave the whole of the inferior wheat
on the hands of the Government. But that
would not bhe the effect of if. The effect
would be that the holders of the inferior
wheat would have to sell it at a rensonable
price.

[COUNCIL.]

The Honorary Minister: Below its value

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: The reason wh
the inferior wheat went up in ‘price was tha
the ordinary law of supply and demand wa
interfered with. The people eould not obtai
f.a.q. wheat, and they conld get only a lim
ited supply of the inferior wheat. Once we
re-establish the ordinary law of supply anc
demand, and the people can choose between
f.n.q. wheat and the inferior wheat, the posi
tion will become normal and the inferion
wheat will be sold at what is a fair price fm
it. T sinecredy trust the Tlouse will earry
Mr, BEwing’'s amendment.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES {(Narth—on ameud
ment) [8,14]: The hon. member who has just
spoken  peinted out the effect which the
amendment moved by Mr. Ewing will have
if carried. Bot what is causing e concerr
iz that the amendment, if carried, will havc
yet another effcct—an cffect not upon the
inferior wheat but upon the pool. T am nof
going to stnltify myself or be led inte diffi
culties and sharc the responsibility of thi:
pool. At the present time the wheat i
being put into the pool. An advisory hoard
has been appointed to control the sale and
distribution of that wheat, which is th
security, and at this stage I am not going tc
take the responsibility of dictating to the
advisory board as to how it should he distri
buted. That is the position that I take up
We have o manager in Perth, who is in charg
of the pool and he is an expert. The ad
visory board comprises two farmers and tewc
business men, and in the epinion of tha
advisory howrd this is the way to handl
that wheat. As far as [ am concerned, T an
roing to give them a free hand to liberak
the State from its liability to the pool, an¢
1 am not going to do anything that will rol
that advisory board of its power.

Hon. J, P, ALLEN (West—on amend
ment) [8.16]: I intend to support the amend
ment. To. my mind the only man w
should look to for the protection of th
people as a whole in comnection with the
wheat pool is the Minister coxntrolling it
operations in this HMonse. On the other hand
what do we find? We find & Ministe
pledged to one seetion or practically pledgec
to onc seetion of the people, and measure
brought forward by the Government appea
to be framed from the point of view of th
wheat farmers of the State.  The time ha
grrived when Parliament should put ik
foot down and say ‘“We must consider th
people as a whole and not omne section,’
Mr. Holmes has said that there is a ques
tion of the guarantee to the farmers an
the taxpayers responsibilitics thereto. .
say that, in dealing with the pool, I mus
congider not the transactions in that pool
but rather the interests of the people o
the State. They guaranteed the payment
to the farmers and their interests mus
be conserved and not the interests o
the farmers only. Supposing  finq
wheat was released for the benefit of th
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publie,  What would be the result? As-
suming the Minister’s statement is correct
—whieh I dispute—that inferiovr  wheat
would be left in the hands of the pool and
that the guarantec would not be met out of
the proceeds of rhe pool, is il fair that
the number of people having the benefit of
f.i.q. wheat should be swall? That will not
be the result if fa.g. wheat is released,
but on the contrary it will have the cffect
pointed out by Mr. Kirwan, and the value
of the inferier wheat will be fixed in com-
petition.

Houm. G, J, G. W. Miles: It will adjust it-
self,

Hon. J. P. ALLEN: No one refuses wheat
which is of valuc to him at a price which
guits bim, even if it is not f.a.q. The law
of supply and demand and eompetition will
always fix the price of inferior wheat.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: And affect the pool.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN: Yes, to a certmin ex-
tent, but even if it does and the ultimate
resalt of the poel shows not so much pro-
fit perhaps to the farmer as he expects, is
it not something that the farmer owes to
the people who saved him, and who, while
at the same time helping themselves, helped
the farming industry. The people who do
that have a right to consideration from the
Government in the interesis of the people
as a whole and not in the Zarmers alone as
appears to be the case.

Amendment (that the words be struck
out) put and passed.

Hon., H. STEWART (Socuth-East—on
amendment) [8.26]: The proposal is meore
dangerous than appears on the surface, If
this motion is carried, then the central wheat
board will have something to say. Even if
it Joes not, the proposal opens np a position
that, if the Government were to take any
notive of this resolution, and I do not think
they will, then the way is oper to poople
not only to buy small or large quantities
of t.a.q. wheat but to carry on operations
that will seriously prejndice the successful
completion of the pool,

Amendment (that the words be inserted)
put and a division taken with the following
result:—

Ayes 6
Noes 12
Majority ngainst .. 6
AYES.
Haon. J. F. Allen Hon., G. W. Miles
Hon, J. Ewing Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon. J. W. Kirwan Hon. J. Duffell
{Teller.)
Nozs.
Hon, Q. F. Baxter Hon. C, McKenzie .
Hon. H. Carson Hop. J. Mills
Hen, H. P. Colebatch Han. J. Nichelson
Hon. J. A. Greig Hon, A, Sanderson
Hon, ¥. Hameraley Hon, H. Stewart
Hon. 7. J. Holmes Hpn. SirE. H. Witienogm
. (Teller.)

. will involve inquiries from
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Amendment thus negatived.

NOTICE OF MOTION--NITRO-
GLYCERINE EXPLOSIVES.
To inquire by Secleet Comanittee.

Order of the Day read for the considera-
tion of the following notice of motion by
Hon. H. Stewart:—

That a sgeleet committec of the House
he appointed to inquire into the relative
merits of potassium nitrate and soedium
nitrate  nitro-glycerine  explosives, and
also into the circumstances leading up to
the framing of the regulations ir connec-
tion with the same.

Hon, H, STEWART (South-Fast) [8.29]:
With your permission, Sir, as I do not
propose to proceed with the Notices of Motion
Nos. 2 anu 3, the Iatter of which deals with
the disallowing of the regulation, T would
like the opportunity of saying n few words
of explanation to this Flouse. I put these
notices ou the Paper some thee ago in order
to have an oppurtunity of sceing what was
the actual meaning of a new regulation whieh
Lad been gazetted, and which, I feel, no one
except the officers of the Explosives Depart-
nment and perhaps somc Mines Dopartment
officials understood. Prior to the war, re-
strietions were imposed Dby regulation on
the composition of nitro-glyeerine explosives
which were not deemed advisable in any
other State of the Commonwealth ovr in any
other part of the world. As the regulations
dealing with the explosive question have been
modified, no good purpose will be served at
the present time by proceeding with theso
notices ot motion which stand in my name,
Az there is some doubt as to how free com-
petition in the supply of explosives in thip
State will result under these new reguilations,
I am making further investigations which
manufacturers
throughout the British Empire, and if these
show the position fo be unsatisfactory then
I will probably bring up a similar motion at
some futurs date,

BILL—TRAFFIC,
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION.
Sccond Reading.
Debate resmmed from 6th November,

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENQOM (North)
[8.30]: T rise with a certain amount of
trepidation to address myself to this subject
for T realise the tremendous interest shown
in it thronghout the State. I have listened
with attention to the three speeches already
made. I have been-looking for information,
T fully expected to find numbers of instances
of  profifecring. I .expected members would
he yrimed: with instances of- robharies. by

" profiteers. Yet what did, we. hearf
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Hon. J. W, Kirwan: What about the in-
Aferior wheat?

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENQOM: I was
going to give Mr, Duffell the credit for hav-
ing been the only one so far to give us an
instance of profiteering. If the rest of the
profitecring is only on the same lines, I
think there is no necessity for the Bill, What
did we hear in those three speeches? The
Minister moved the second reading of the
Bill in & most faint-hearted manner. Not
4 single instance of profiteering Qid he give.
Indecd, he almost showed that the Bill was
wnneeessary.  He stated the two reasons for
the bigh rise in prices, and to my mind they
were the true reasons, namely, a plentiful
supply of money and a scareity of produc-
tion. But he went on to say that what we
want to protect ourselves against are these
combinations and eo-operations. To show
how inconsistent he was, I remind hon. mem-
bers that it is not long since we heard him
advocating co-operation; I believe he singled
out the farmers for praise in that respect.
The other matters he referred to in his
speech were not of much importance in
relation to the Bill. There was a total ab-
sence of instances of profiteering. We
then heard the speech by Mr. San-
derson, who made a wmasterly address,
showing how mischicvous the Bill might
be in certain directions. He was fol-
lowed by Mr. Panton, whe did not
scem o eare very wmuch whether the Bil
was passed or not; indeed, he seemed con-
giderably embarrassed in addressing him-
self to it, and he spent the whole of his
time in denouncing the combinations, com-
bines, and various co-operations who, he said,
were vying with each other in trying to rob
the people. The first question, to my mind,
is: T the Bill necessary, is it required?
Until that point is decided it is vnnecessary
to go very far into the various details.

No doubt those details would be necessary.

for carrying out the principle if onee it was
adopted. However, I imagine the pro-
visions in the Bill are nearly all new and
originnl, heeausc I d&o not find in the mar-
rinal notes any indication of whenee they
have been taken. From the lucid explanation
of the Minister, no doubt they would be
necessary if we once admitted the necessity
for the Bill. Bu{ I want concrete cases. 1
__shall listen with attention in an endeavour
to find out who are the profiteers. If this
information is not supplied, T will regard
the Bill as unnecessary and superfluons; and
if it be superflucus and unnecessary, it may
do & great deal of harm unless it is admin-
istered with great diseretion and astute-
ness. The question is, where are we to got
persons to administer it with diseretion and
diplomacy? A great deal of harm could
soon be done to trads by persons unfitted for
the high position of eommissioners. What is
a profiteer? T have looked into the inter-
pretation elanse, but I find no menticn of the
word there. Why was it not defized in the
interpretation clansed

[COUNCIL.]

The Minister for Educsation: Is there any
reference to it in the Bill?

Hon. 8ir E, H. WITTENOOM: I want to
find out what a profiteer is. Would a man
who goes up to the North-West and buys a
drought-stricken station for £10,000 and
takes the risk of the seasons, and after two
or three years sells it for £30,000—would he
be a profitcer? Is he to get nothing for his
foresight nud risk? Is he a profiteer? Take
a medical man

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: No, no, no!

Hon, 8ir B, H. WITTENOOM: This is ab-
solutely impersonal. I knew 2 medieal man
in the city who charged 70 guineas for an
operation. Probably others :omld have done
the operation for 10 guineas. He charged
his 70 guineas and got it. Is he a profiteer?
Take a leading lawyer: I know one whose
retainer is 30 guineas.* The retainers of
most others are a good deal less. But this
one will not work for anything under that
figure, Is he a profiteer? Take a mob of
shearers who go to a station in the North-
West agreeing to shear at a certain price,
and on arriving there refuse to sign unless
they are paid an additional 5s. per bundred:
Are they profiteers? I want to find ont
what is a profitecr. I know of o vecent ease
in a town not far from here. A man was
fortunate enough to own & large warchouse
stocked with wool. After the appraisement
the warehouse was empty. It was just in
the chaff season. He filled the warshouse
with chaff at £5 per ton on trucks. His ar-
gument was that there was a possibility of a
rige, and as he was getting no rent for his
warchouse just then, the rise would represent
hig rent. The rise came; he got his rent and
a fair profit over it. J¥s he a profiteer?
There are lots of these c¢ases.  Take ome
more: Take s man who has a stack of hay
on his farm and is keeping it duoring the
summer for his sheep: Rain comes oppor-
tunely and provides him with green feed.
He sells his stack of hay at an enhanced
price. Is he a profitecr? There are two
classes in this State which caunot possibly
be deeribed asg profiteers. One is the farmer
and the other ia the pastoralist. The farmer
18 not a profiteer hecause, hitherto, until he
got 55 2 bushel—and he has not had it yet
—he supplied his wheat to the public below
cost. Last year the average was below eight
bughels, and the gnarantee price was 4s, 4d.
Therefore eight bushels at 4s. 4d. represents
34s, 4d. per acre. No man could make a
living out of that. Therefore I say no
farmer can be deseribed as o profiteer. Nor
can the pastoraliat be so deseribed, either in
respect of wool or of meat Teke wool:
Wool has been sent from this State and sold
in England at 2s. 1034d. and at 3s. 0%4d. T
am pleased to say that one of our members,
Mr. Holmes, was the owner of the 2s. 1014d.
lot. :
Hon. J. J. Holmes: But I &id not get it.

Hon. 8Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Half the
¢lip was kept Dehind and was sold here at
1s, #%d. Taking it as a fair average all
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through, the wool purchased at a flat rate of
Js, 3l4d. in the Commonwealth would have
Irought 3s. in England. Therefore, we sce
at onee that so far from the woolgrower
Leing a profiteer, he has contribnted 1s. 9d.
to British taxation. Had he received the 3s.
or the 2s. 10%d. he would probably have
been a profiteer; at least he would have had
great profits in war time. But no one ean
accuse the pastoralist in respect of wool of
heing a prefiteer, becuuse he got ls. 3%d.
instead of 3s. Mr, Dodd, the other day,
apeaking about the same thing, said the pas-
tornlist had done well out of the war and
during the war, Previous to the war it was
admitted that the average of wool was 1s.
a pound, The average now is ls. 314d., flat
rate.  The risc in wages of all deseriptions,
rents, everything to do with the industry,
casily eorresponds to the extra 3. per pound.
8o the war has done very little for the pas-
toralist in respect of wool, owing to the flat
rate; and when you take his taxes and his
war time profits from that, T say he is in
the same position at 1s. 3%4d. as he was at Is.
Therctorec my argument is that he is not
a profitecr. Lot ns take meat. No one ecan
aecuse them of profiteering in meat, be-
cause in the first place every bit of meat is
offeredl at public auction. 'The war hasg
nothing to do with the price of meat, for
the reason that there has never been any
export of meat from the State. Turther
than that, we -have had 30,000 men away
from the State who wounld have been eat-
ing our meat, and that would have made
moat even dearer and more scarce. The
tact of meat being the price it is to-day
lias nothing to do with the war, except that
we could not get ships to bring the cattle
down from the North-Wost. There has
been no profiteering in  connection with
meat, because this is put up to anction, and
anything that is put up to auction and
taken fairly and openly cannot be ealled

profiteering, .

Hon. .J. Duffell: Sold to the highest
bidder,

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Yes.

With regard to eggs, if thiz Bill is passed,
T hope this regulation of prices will be up
in some eases, although the general tendency
will be to bring them down. One of the
cages I speak of i3 in regard to eggs. I am
not speaking about the price at the present
moment, but my experience is that for a
long time they weve sold wholesale at Sd.
4 dozen. The daughter of a farmer who
gathers up the eggs, and tears her frocks
and stockings in so doing, and ccllects, say,
12 dozen and takes them to market and
returng home at the ‘end of the day, will
got: 8s. for her day’s work., Who ean say
that there is profiteering in eggs at that
ratc?
« Hon, J: Bwing: Is that the price?
Hon. 8Bir E. H. WITTENOOM:
the price. . Ce ‘
Hon. A, J. H. Saw: . What about ,the
prices in between?
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Hon Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: They wera
sotd at 10d., and at 1s, retail to the people
who bought them. They were iy own
eggs so 1 know what I am talking about,
The proper definition of a profiteer iy a
congpirator, a wan who ecreates o seareity
or monopoly or higher prices. A man who
purposely does this and creates this posi-
tion is the person we want to be down on.
If these men exist I say let us come down
on them as heavily as we can.  For my
part, I koow of no combination of people
whe have gathered articles together and
held them until they were secarce. The man
who has a liftle foresight and enterprise
secs ahead for three or four months, be-
lievea that there will be an opening and
buys with diseretion and a liltle later on
sells again, is the man who is taking ad-
vantage of his opportunites and is not
a profiteer. The man who is enterprising
and energetie deserves all he ean make, but
the man who by his own ackion erentes a
position by which he prevents otlier people
from getting food or neeessiry articles is
a profiteer. Many of the complaints as to
profiteering are made by people who do
not knew the veal situation of the case.
They do not kuow the exact state of trade.
They say that prices are high and that
one is keeping back something in a eellar.
Last week I happened to go into a shop to
get hold of suech o prosaic article ns socks,
The man there told me that I eould not get
socks anything like those I had before. He
said he remembered that they were 4s. 9d.
a pair, and that if T had those socks now
they would cost me 10s. 6d. Ho said they
were made by a Scoteh firm and when I
asked why he did not get them out he said
it was hecause they were no longer sup-
plied, and that if

i they were sup-
plied they would cost me 10s. 6d. o pair,
If he had got them out no one

would have believed that he had not been
hiding them away somewhere until prices
had gone np. In regard to singlets, 1
take the case of a man who had been selling
them at £1 a suit. He had run out of
stoek and his customer asked him to send
to England for half a dozen snits. The
reply ¢ame from England that they hesi-
tated to execute the order urtil they re-
eeived a letter in return becanse they
eonld no longer supply them at vnder £2 a
suit. Had this man got the article out and
charged £2 10s. a snit and the 33 duty
people would have said that he was profit-
eering. There are many cases of this
kind, which people cannot understand un-
less they know the business side of it, I
do not say that some people do not take
more than a full advantage of prices. In
my opinion profiteoring is not rampant in
our city. We bhave no mannfacturers
here, but are dependent on the prices that
are charged to us elsewhere, beeause we
iImport 80 much. On the question of sugar,
I would remind, hon. members that Ethis
went up in Java from £12 a ton to £54 a
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ton. If sugar was imported lere at that
price people would say that profiteering was
going on, These are matters which we can-
not get over.

Hon. J. Duffeil: Did you say £54 a ton?

Hou. Sir E, H, WITTENOOM: I saw
that in the paper, although I ean hardly
believe it myself. My ovimiom of the
caunse of high prices iz the same as that
of the leader of the House. It is eaused
by the plentiful supply of money, and paper
money at that, and by the decrease im
production. Owing to the war everything
has been very unsettled—the position is
worge in Great Britain than it is in the
Commonwoalth, though 3 las heen bad
enough here—with the result that produe-
tion has heen very muech less, whilst tho
money distributed  owing o the war in
peneions and other allowances has been so
plentiful that people who eceuld not buy
cortuin  articles before are mow able  to
compete with those who were better ofl. The
consequence is that the price goes up as
there is more demand for o particulur ar-
ticle and move money with which te buy
it. There has been a tremendous amount
of moncy distributed in the last five yoars.
There has been loan money put into eir-
culation, and there have heen the allow-
ances paid to soldiers and the widows of
soldiers, I wunderstand that cvery soldier
who comes back from the war is given
fhree months’ leave on full pay.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: No, no.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM:
told that it was so.

Hon A. J. H. Saw: He gets a fortnight
for every year that he served. :

I was

Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENOOM: So
far as my argument is concerned they
get a eertain amount after they re-
turn. Then there are the allowances

to the widows, and there is the pay to the
numbers of men who reccive sustenance al-
lowanée because they are not ablo to get
anything to do. Then there is the amount
digtributed in higher wages, and ali this
adds to the supply of money available, In
consequence, the people who hefore the war
were liable to buy certain articles ean now
come into competition with those who were
previously supposed to he hetter off. Sup-
plies, too, are coming forward in lesser gquan-
titics than bhefore owing to the lack of pro-
duction, and this is another reason why
prices go up. The widow and her child re-
ceive 52a. a week. She, therefore, docs not
have to work and always has moncy. All
throngh the war money was left to the
woman, and hundreds of these arc sorry that
the war is over. They had a good allowance
while their husbands were away and perhaps
things are somewhat different now. So far
as production is concerned throughout Aus.
tralia T think there is a general disinelina-
tion for work and although we are always
talking ahout ‘*Produce, produce, produece,’’

[COUNGILL.)

we find there is very little inclination to go-
on producing. I bhope before long we will
settle down to improved conditions in
this respect. My, Panton referred to what
was done in England. I think the leader of
the House 2lso enid that a similar Bill to-
this had been passed in England. One can-
not compare this place with England on the-
question of profitecring, because the oppor-
tunitics for profitcering are greater there
than here, Mr, Panton seemed execedingly
embarrassed in not being able to make out a
good case. He took up much time in showing
how eareful the eapitalist, or unions or com-
binations of employers or financiers were as
to who were ineluded in their firms or com-
panies. I do not know whether that Jdoes
exisf or whether they are exelusive in that
way, Ie quite forgot to say what the Iabour-
nnions did. He did not say that not only
were they very particnlar as to who got in
with them, but they were very particular
about not letting them out again as well as
particular _abeut those with whom they
worked, We have a recent instance to show
that at all events they are not going to work
with everyone. If partiality is showm any-
where it is not at all events restricted to one
part. of the people. After reflection T do not
think this price fixing Bill will do much
good. It is pot a new experiment. It was
attempted hundreds of years ago and failed
in its objeet. I do not remember having
seen or heard of any instance where it has
been & success. I hardly expect that it will
be a suecesy in this case. I am going to
give a little extract of what happened in the
Roman Empire and elsewhere to show the
ancicnt and modern views of price fixing.
Thig bears distinetly on the present situation.
It reads—

The Boman Emperor Diocletian passed a
decrec regulnting all prices and wages
throughout the Empire. A . maximum
valug was fixed for cvery kind of food.
Henee sueh food would never be produced
when the naturnl conditions prevented a
profit within this maximum price nor
would it be transported beyond the dis-
tanee within which the maximum yielded a
profit. Whole districts were cut off from:
different kinds of supply by such legisla-
tien. Moeanwhile all wages were regmlated
so that the hest men could never have
their superior ability rewarded. No won-
der that with such a law the whole Empire
plunged even deeper into poverty and con-
fusion. In Rome the legislation on prices
and wages brought to nanght the greatest
Em%);re that had so far appeared in the
world.,

Tlat was the cxperience of centuries ago in
connection with priee fixing. I will now give
a more modern illustration, and it is the view
held by the Premier of Victoria and ex-
pressed, I think, within the last twelve
months. v T

The Minister for Edueation: He has just
introduced a similar Bill.
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Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENOOM: Perhaps
he has found what I have been looking for
—ithe profitecr, and whom I have not becn
.able to lecate, 'T'his is a newspaper extraet—

Making his promised statement on the
cost of living and profiteering in the Vie-
torian TLegisiative Assembly on Tuesday,
the Vietorian Premier (Mr. Lawson) an-
nounced that an independent and impartial
tribunal was to ba immediately appointed
to make a thovough investigation aud sub-
mit a report wpon which the Government
would net. Mr. Lawson said that the
causes of the increase in prices of com-
moditics were deep rooted, and in some
respeets priee fixing had been found to

give 2 maximnm of inconvenience for a

minimum of good result. The experiments

made and the methods employed did not
encourage them to eXpect a large measure

of success for price fixing or to find it a

cure that wenld be cHoctive,

T Thave quoted two opinions separated
by thousands of years, to show that
there are wno  instances of price fixing

having been  successful. Tt seems  to
me therefore to be extremely experimental
to introduce legislation that no one has had
any experience of. One of the objections
¥ liave to the Bill is that it ereates another
department, Mr. Holmes said to-night that
we were creating no end of departments. I
go further and say fthat if we walk through
the stroets of Perth we will come across
bardly a person who is not employed by
the Government. When we remember the
few peopla who are paying direct taxation,
we must be convinced thot we eannot carry
on much longer at this rate with the hnge
existing taxation and the payment of an im-
mense army of civil servants. The Bill pro-
videy for the appointment of three commis-
gioners. I do uot see the necessity for three
commisgioners; one good man should be suffi-
cient. I Qo nof favour the appointment of
a2 supreme court judge heenuse a judge
knows nothing of these matiers. We want
a practieal business man, one possessing
taet, knowledge, and a ceertain amount of
experience. Clouse 6 contains an objection-
able provision. It enables the commissioners
to send a delegate to look through the hooks
or take possession and examine them, That
is bad cnongh, but we find that thiz is con-
tained in the clause—

Any person who prevents or attempts to
prevent the commisgioners, or any person
who produces an authority in  writing
signed by the commissioners, from cnter-
ing upon any premises and inspecting any
documents, books and papers, or any stoecks
of food-stnffs and necessary commodities,
or impounding any doeumcuts, books or

. papers, shall be .guilty of an offence.

‘There mwiny be awongst theze books and
papers, doenments which' one woul® prefer
--ghould not be seen by the eommigsioners,
That clause seems to me to give them great
power. If the Bill goes through, it is neces-
sary therefore that the commissioners should
be men of very great taet and astuteness,

‘what profiteering roally is.

otherwise there will be trouble.
I ¢an see the Bill is unnecessary.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon, 8ir B . WITTENOOM: I am,
however, open to conviction and I am pre-
pared to fearn that there have been eases of
profiteering, or instances where injusticea
have heell ['](JIIC to cousumers.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Has the hon. member
read the reports of the Interstate Comuwis-
sion®

Hon, 8ir B, . WITTENOOM: T have
not. It is my intention, however, to support
the second reading of the Bill for two rea-
sons. The first is because [ am confident
that the prevailing opinion outside on the
gubjoet iz such that if this House throws out
the Bill, we shall immediately be accused of
helping the imaginary profiteers, and the
second reason is heeause I do not know of
a hetter method of proving that the profitcer
does mnot exist to any extent. My only
hesitation is in regard to the appoint-
ment of the ecommissioners whether it be
three, a judge or 3 single other per-
son, Jt will be most dangerous to
give an individual such powers as it is pro-
posed to confer, especially in the light of
what has happened in the past. We have no
evidence that price-fixing has ever been sue-
cessful, but there is one thing that is abso-
lutely certain, and it is that if we are to
make a su¢eess of price-fixing we shall have
to fix the rate of wages as well, and so sure
a8 we do that then the workers will fix the
rate of production. It we put wages down be-
low what is considcred fair so fhat they ahall
be in kesping with prices, we will find that
the wage eavner will not prodoce the quantity
that he did at the prices which he consid-
ered Tair, Th strikes me that thiz is a prob-
lem that will require a goord deal of atten-
tion,

S0 far us

Hon, .J. DUFFELL (Mectropolitan-Subur-
ban} [9.7]: Tt is my intention to support
the scecond reading of the Bill, prineipally
because it is 2 mensure which has practically
been dictated by the people. Thers has been
& general outery that something should be
done to regulate prices and prevent, if pos-
sible, the way in whieh the people have Leen
exploited from time to time during the past
few years. Bearing that in mind T realise
there are certzin directions in which this
Bili ¢an operate, It cannot be disputed that
there are eertuin commodities which are be-
ing sold at prices considerably higher than
the cost price. That is very plain in many
directions, not owly with. regard to .the re-
tail trader, bt also in. the ease of numerous
manufacturers. We have not to go further
than one of the ‘modest onterprises in this
State to see that profitecring is taking place.
The previous spealter iz anxions to know
I have no hesita-
tion in-saying that a profiteer’is a person or

& ,eomp.auy‘ ‘who__getg_- an .article such as the
‘Perth eity council gets current, at. .75d., or

three-farthings a nnit, and refails it to the
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general public at 64, It may be argued that
to that three-farthings must be added what
arc known as overhead charges. That is
quite ttue, but a glance at those overhead
costs will show conclusively that the ecity
council still remain profiteers. It will be
remembered that the eity eouncil purchased
the late gag company’s plant and good will
at o fairly large figure. The couneil are
still making uwse of a large portion of that
plant, and what they were not able to nse
they sold at o fairly satisfaetory figure. So
that the interest aud sinking fund on the
purchase price which was paid, namely,
£450,000, cannot be levied on the top of the
three-farthings per unit which they paid to
the Government for the current. It should
be the differcnee between what they have
actually sold the old plant for and the

value of e gas plant which they
are utilising still, and which has to be
added to the overhead charges in eon-
nection with all the existing plant. The

total cost per unit to the city couneil should
_ be somcthing like 1d. or 114d. That being
the ease, can anyone say that the city eoun-
¢il arc justified in asking 6d. per unit from
the consumers of current for lighting pur-
poses. That, however, by the way. There
are other industries alse which ceould he in-
staneed, and the Bill, if it passes, will have
the effect of reducing such high protits to
some extent, We must at the same time bear
in mind what the effect of the Bill is likely
to be on proprictary lines. When the leader
of the House was moving the second reading
of the Bill, I made an interjeetion in this
direction but his reply was not very satis-
factory. I hardly expected the Minister o
be able to reply then, but the fact remains
that hon. members are being approached by
firms who are proprietors of standard lines,
and there .may be no doubt about there
being ground for giving these people a cer-
tain amount of protection, Let me give an
instance in regard to a line which is well
known—Pears’ soap. Prior to the war, cer-
tain drapery establishments purchased this
soap at 4, 6d, per dozen, and retailed it at
4144, per tablet. They made no profit, but
they sold it at cost price as a draw line,
that is, to assist in the sale of other goods.
What has been the resnlt? It is generally
acknowledged that there is hardly a cake of
Pears’ soap on the market for the reason
that its sale bas been destroyed in the pro-
cess of trading to which T have referred.
Perhaps in that direction the Bill will have
a good cffect even if it will be the means
of just fixing the price at which such an
article shall be sold so that it shall prove
regmunerative to =all concerned. There are
other lines of a similar character that eonld
be quoted but T do not intend to refer to
them at this stage. It oecurs. fo me that
there has been certain action during recent
months whiech may have a material effect
on certain foodstuffs, and partieularly that
which was touched on by Sir Edward Witte-
noom, namely meat. I have been asked on
more than one oceasion why T always tackle

[COUNCIL.]

the ment question. The reason is that meat
iz one of the staple foods of life and, in a
country like Western Anstralia, with its
vast arcas of cattle country leased on such
eagy terms and with our great herds of cat-
tle and flocks of sheep, meat surely should be
obtainable at o reasonable price, Instead of
that we find that for some reason or other,
for which this Bill might be able to provide
a solution, we are paying a very high price
for beef. T do not say that high prices al-
ways prevail in  regard to all classes
of meat. For lamb and mutton, the
price is fairly reasonable, but beef is
selling at a very high figure and, in
this  connection, certain  events which
have taken place during the past few weeks
are worthy of notice. Yeaterday afternoon,
I called attention to the faect that certain
stations had ¢hanged hands in rather rapid
snceession, and that this inight materially
affect the price of ‘meat, but there is still
another ineident worth mentioning. On or
about the 22nd August last, two gentlemen
landed at Wyndham from the steamship
‘“‘Tohn Forrest.’” One was Mr. Conoher,
Manager of Vestey’s Ltd, and the other
wag Mr, Harworth, one of the directors of
Vestey's Ltd. These twe gentlemen, on ar-
riving by the ‘‘John Forrest,’’ reported
themselves to Mr, McGhie, the Genernl Man-
ager of the Wyndham Freezing Works, Mr.
MeGhie took them to the residence where
they dined and remained until they were
ready to start on their tour of inspection to
any out the land. ¥t is very strange that they
should have travelled by a motor ear belong-
ing to the Western Avstralian Government
—the car provided for Mr. Tindale-——and
that ¥r. 8id Atkinson, the chauffeur who is
employed by the State Govermment, should
have driven the ear. These gentlemen jour-
neyed to Catherine Springs vin Hall’s Creck.
It is somewhat significant that these gentle-
men came to this State just at the time when
all these properties were changing hands,
There i3 something behind all this and it is
our duty to ascertain what it is and what
effect their aetion will have on the future
price of meat. I do not know but that
these people might be dummying some of
the blocks which are being procured, with
the object of eventually stifling the Wynd-
ham freezing works industry. If these people
representing Vestey’s Ltd. are going to ac-
quire these large areas by various subter-
fuges, the Wyndham freezing worlts are likaly
to be closed down owing to lack of sup-
plies, and the works will then be thrown
on the hands of the State or taken posses-
sion of by Vestev’s at their own price. These
things, T repeat, are worthy of notice and of
consideration, I do not know whether there
is actoally anything of the kind trangpiring,
but I give these fmets for what they are
worth. I question whether the -Government
are aware that their motor car and chaunffeur
were used by these gentlemen for their tour.
Having heard the reply given by the leader
of the House, I shall he compelled later onm
to put up certain questions.
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The PRESIDENT: Is the hon.
speaking to the Bill?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Yes, and the ques-
tion of the price of meat.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: Youn are making an
indictment.

Hon, J, DUFPFELL: I have made these
statements to show there is a danger to the
people of this State if Vestey’s T4d. are
making the transactions I suspeet, and that
the people of this State will, in the wnear
future, be compelled to pay a higher price
for meat, There are many other direetions
in which this Bill should have the effect
of keeping down or reducing prices, but the
work of the commissioners ¢an only be done
by men who really understand the position.
1 do not know whether ¥ am justified in
doing so, but if my serviees would be of
any assistance to the Government to help
to Dbring down to a fair level the
prices of the ordinary commodities of
life, T am prepared to offer my services with-
out fee or reward for a peried of 12 months,
and I have had 34 years experience in Aus-
tralia as a retailer, a wholesaler and a manu-
factorer, With that experience, I say the
present high prices in very many instances
are unwarranted and I make this offer to
show that T am in earnest in my desire to
get prices redveed. T realise the responsi-
bility and am prepared to do all that within
me lies to Curther the objeet which the Bill
has in view. I support the second reading.

member

Hon. H. CARSON (Central) [9.24]: I
was very deeply interested in the speech of the
leader of the Honse when he moved the
second reading of the Bill. Certaiuly it was
a very great contrast to the speech he deliv-
ered when a similar measure was introduced
by a Tabour Government. He stated that his
views regarding the fixing of minimum prices
have quite changed. T am sure members re-
collect what strenuous oppesition he offered
to the Bill introduced by the Labour Govern-
ment and his references to the fixing of
minimem prices. He told us that if a pro-
dueer sent a truek of onions or potatoes to
the market and a minimum pricc were fixed
and no one would pay that price, the com-
modity wonld perish and would be lost to
the community, To-day he has entirely
changed his opinion in regard to the fixing
of minimum prices, and he believes the Gov-
ernment can satisfactorily fix minimum prices
and that we have evidence of this in the
conduct of the wheat pool. I contend that
the ounly satisfactory way to fix prices is for
the Government to econtrol all production.
We have that in evidence in connection with
the wheat pool,

Hon. J. Ewing: You are a socialist.

Hon, H, CARSON: In 1815, or 12 months
after the war broke out, Germany adopted
a price fixing law which was in operation for
nearly 12 months, and it was then digcarded
hecause it was proved to have been an ab-
solute failure. Those controlling the affairs
of that country said it was impossible to fix
prices unless the Government had control of
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all production, In regard to the wheat
pool, the Government c¢an only fix a
maximum price somewhat in the neigh-
bourhood of what they are likely to get for
the wheat in the world’s market. There are
several things which might happen under a
meagure of this character. We might fix a
price which will disecowrage importation and
production. This wonld be bad for the con-
sumer and would militate against the pros-
perity of the State. Again, to e it scems
almost impracticable to fix prices over a huge
State like Western Australin. We can only
fix priees after the goods have arrived in this
State, as most of the commodities used in
Western Auvstralia are imported. What we
should endeavour to do is to establish a co-
operative community. While the present
system obtaius, we shall always have indus-
trial unrest and Dbitterness between the
elasses.  QOur present system only tends to
make the rieh richer, and the poer poorer.
In [Bngland Quring the war, it was found
titat the co-operative concerns did not in-
crease their prices, and wntil goods are pro-
duced mainly for use and not for profit, the
trouble will continue. There are many things
which have fended to inerease prices. Sir
Edward Wittenoom referred to paper money,
to the loss of so many prodncers, and to the
fact that so many people were engaged dur-
ing the periol of the war on the work of
producing things only to be destroyed. There
1s another important factor in regard to high
prices and that iz the tariff over which wse
have no control. I intend to support the
sceond reading -for reasons similar to those
given by Sir Edward Wittenoom, notwith-
standing the fact that the measure will do
little good in the way of keeping. prices down.
I wounld much prefer to sce a Bill introdneed
for the purpose of stopping restraint of
trade, the cornering of foodstufls, and the
formation of combines, trusts, and rings. A
Bill of that character would, 1 think, be
moreg cffcetive than the present Bill. Such
a Bill as T have outlined would operate to
the advautage of the community not only in
abnormal times but also in normal tines.
To-day’s discussion on the subjeet of inferior
wkeat was most interesting, and went to show
that the present methods of distribution tend
to high prices. Again, we heard the Minister
say that when people ecould not get cheap
wheat they gave up producing pigs and poul-
try. In my opinion, similar results may be
expected if the present Bill passes. The
cnactment of this measure will tend to de-
crease production, and so probably do mora
harm than good. I well remember you, Mr.
President, referring to the distribution of
miltk and advoeating something of the same
kind as I have advocated to-night—the estab-
lishment of eo-operative communities. T
day in the American cities all the big busi-
nesses co-operate to distribute their wares,
having one central distribnting depot. On
the other hand, in this city to-day we find
half a dozen Dbuilcher’s earts, half a
dozen milk earts, and half a dozen bakers’
earts earrying provisions up the one street.
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Travelling in the train reeently T conversed
with a gentleman who told me that a friend
of his in England, a manufacturer, had
viritten to him to say that he had bought
wool two wonths previously and had nét seen
anything of it yet.  Surely the transport
trouble in ngland is causing very great diffi-
enities, All those factors tend to produee
high prices, and we have very little contrel
over those factors. I fear the earrying of
this Bill will do very little good. However,
for the reasons given by Bir Edward Wit-
tenoom, 1 shall support the measure. 1f this
Bill does not pass, the people will say that
we are standing behind the profifeers. I re-
peat, however, that I would much prefer, to
this BHI, a short measure to prevent restraint
of trade by combinations and trusts which
are aguinst the interests of the general com-
munity.

On motion by Hon. .J. J. Hohnes debate
adjourned.

BILL — MINING ACT
AMENDMENT,

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read & first time.

HTouse adjourned at 9.35 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,

Wedncsday, 12th November, 1919.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair af 4.30

pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION-—WATER' FOR AGRI-
CULTURAL DISTRICTS.

Mr. HUDSON agked the Minister -for
“Water Supply: 1, Have the Goyernment re-
.eently reduced the priece of water, to be sup-
plied from the Goldfields Water Scheme to

[ASSEMELY.,)

congumers in the . agricultural distriets: =z,
Is it intended to reduce the variovg prices
charged in the mining districta? 3,'If so,
when and to what extent? 4, Yf not, why
not?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUPPLY
replied: 1, Yes, 2 and 3, The whole ques-
tion of the incidence of water charges will
be dealt with when the Coolgardie Goldfields
Water Supply Loan Aet Amendment Bill
becomes an Act. 4, Angwered by 2 and 3.

Ay, HMudson interjeeted.

The MINISTER TOR WATER SUPPLY:
The hon, member had hebter give notice of
another question if he requircs further in-
formation.

QUEBTION—REFORMATORY TREAT-
MENT, CASE OF LARNER,

Hon, T. WALEKER asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, What treatment for his wound
is Larner receiving? 2, What reformatory
is he at? 3, What prospect is there of his
speedy reecovery and releasc?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The same treatment as he was receiving at
the Base Hospital. 2, At Fremantle. 3, Hie
prospect of recovery is good; release depends
entirely on himself. .

QUESTION—WHEAT CARTING,
NORTH BAANDEE.

Mr. HARNISON agked the PPremier: 1,
Has he been advised that whent harvesting
has been commenced at North Baandeef? €,
Doas ‘he know that two or three mounths of
earting is nccessary cach year to deliver crop
to existing railways? 3, Seecing that the
period oceupied in earting should be spent in
preparation of sced bed, will he authorise a
seleetion of sites for wheat dumps, pending
railway eonnection fo Yorkrakine and North
Baandee areas?

The PREMIER replied:
3, This cannot he done,

1, Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—PASTORAL LEASES,
SANDSTONE,

Mr. ANGELO asked the Minister for
Landa: 1, Referring to answors given by the
Minisgter {0 questions asked on 10th Septem-
ber re P.I. 2740/97 of 600,000 acres near
Sandstone, held by E. J. Church, ia he aware
that the lessee is now offering this lease,
through Messrs. Elder, Smith & Co., to re-

_ turncd soldiers gt £2,750, although he has

held it for less than a year and has not im-

“proved it in any way? &, What action does

he intend to take to prevent such expleiting
of repatriation concessions by one who is in
no way entitled to suveh.benefita? 3, Cannot
this lease be resumed under the discharged

" soldiee’ settlement seheme by refunding the

rent paid to datet



